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Overview 

 

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) in cooperation with the local units 

of government of Columbia and Sauk Counties, including local townships, cities and villages 

situated along the Wisconsin River formed a working group to investigate questions 

concerning the long term sustainability and practicality of maintaining the existing Caledonia- 

Lewiston Levee System.  The WDNR and others have had a longstanding concern about what 

level of flood protection the levees actually provide and how cost effective from a public 

expenditure standpoint is it to maintain them in their current state. In addition, WDNR would 

like to identify what eventually is a sustainable approach to managing this floodplain area from 

a long term sustainability perspective.   

 

This basic and initial analysis was conducted to serve several purposes and  to address the 

following issues: 

 

1. Define the level of protection that the existing levees actually provide to properties 

from flooding events.  

2. For the level of protection afforded by the levees; is this worth the amount of 

expenditure in public dollars on a sustained basis?  

3. Identify which properties in the flood plain are actually protected or not protected by 

the levees under different flooding scenarios.   

4. Provide information on the financial impacts from flooding and how the levees 

influence these costs or property impacts. 

 

It should be noted that the term ñleveeò is used throughout this document when in fact these 

structures should be more appropriately be referred to as ñdikesò since they are not built to any 

engineering design standards. 

 



 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 


