PROCEEDINGS
OF THE
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Columbia County, Wisconsin

Portage, Wisconsin
March 16, 2016
9:48 a.m.

The Board of Supervisors of Columbia County convened in regular session at the Carl C. Frederick
Administration Building in Portage pursuant to law. The meeting was called to order by Chair Gove and
was certified to be in compliance with the Wisconsin Open Meetings Law.
All Supervisors were present, except Bradley, De Young and Hutler, absent with notice and
Rohrbeck arrived late. Supervisory District 26 is vacant.
Members stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
A motion was made by Foley, second by Sumnicht to approve the Journal of January 20, 2016.
Motion carried.
A motion to approve the agenda as printed was made by Wingers, second by Weyh. Motion
carried.
Chair Gove indicated that the 2016-2018 Committee Assignment Request forms were placed in
supervisor packets. He asked that the forms be competed and returned to the County Clerk’s Office by
April 4, 2016.
Chair Gove presented Patsy Baebler with a resolution in recognition of her husband, former
supervisor Philip Baebler for his dedication and service to the community.
Rohrbeck arrived at 9:55 a.m.
Konkel gave an update on the Ad Hoc Building Committee and referred to a handout regarding
the budget for Columbia County Building Projects placed on supervisor’s desks.
REPORT OF THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMITTEE
The Planning and Zoning committee having held a public hearing thereon pursuant to Section 59.69
Wisconsin Statutes, notice thereof have been given as provided by law and being duly advised of the
wishes of the people in the areas affected hereby recommend as follows:
1.
A petition by Tim Paulson, DeForest, WI, Petitiorer and Michael G. Sharpee and Vicki M.
Sharpee, Rio, WI, Owners, to rezone from A-1 Agriculture to RR-1 Rural Residence and A1 Agriculture to A-1 Agriculture with A-4 Agricultural Overlay District, Parcel 119.01,
Section 6, T10N, R12E in the Town of Columbus to be approved as follows: To change
from A-1 Agriculture to RR-1 Rural Residence and A-1 Agriculture to to A-1 Agriculture
with A-4 Agricultural Overlay District, Parcel 119.01, Section 6, T10N, R12E, Town of
Columbus.
2.
A petition by Leo M. Dynes, Columbus, WI, Petitioner and Owner, to rezone from A-1
Agriculture to RR-1 Rural Residence and A-1 Agriculture to A-1 Agriculture with A-4
Agricultural Overlay District, Parcel 524.02, Section 31, T10N, R12E in the Town of
Columbus to be approved as follows: To change from A-1 Agriculture to RR-1 Rural
Residence and A-1 Agriculture to to A-1 Agriculture with A-4 Agricultural Overlay District,
Parcel 524.02, Section 31, T10N, R12E, Town of Columbus.
3.
A petition by Jordan Noyes, Rio, WI, Petitioner and Merlin W. Reierson and John M.
Reierson, Rio, WI Owners, to rezone from A-1 Agriculture to RR-1 Rural Residence and A1 Agriculture to A-1 Agriculture with A-4 Agricultural Overlay District, Parcel 254, Section
18, T11N, R11E in the Town of Otsego to be approved as follows: To change from A-1
Agriculture to RR-1 Rural Residence and A-1 Agriculture to to A-1 Agriculture with A-4
Agricultural Overlay District, Parcel 254, Section 18, T11N, R11E, Town of Otsego.
4.
A petition by Todd Rietmann and Kara Rietmann, Portage, WI, Petitioners and Owners, to
rezone from A-1 Agriculture to RR-1 Rural Residence and A-1 Agriculture to A-1
Agriculture with A-4 Agricultural Overlay District, Parcel 94, Section 5, T11N, R8E in the
Town of Caledonia to be approved as follows: To change from A-1 Agriculture to RR-1
Rural Residence and A-1 Agriculture to to A-1 Agriculture with A-4 Agricultural Overlay
District, Parcel 94, Section 5, T11N, R8E, Town of Caledonia.
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5.

6.

7.

A petition by Davis Bros Farms Inc, Lodi, WI, Petitioner and Owner, to rezone from A-1
Agriculture with A-4 Agricultural Overlay to A-1 Agriculture, Parcel 497.02, Section 35,
T10N, R7E in the Town of West Point to be approved as follows: To change from A-1
Agriculture with A-4 Agricultural Overlay to A-1 Agriculture, Parcel 497.02, Section 35,
T10N, R7E, Town of West Point.
A petition by Donald Joseph Kruchten and Denise Marie Kippley, Lodi, WI, Petitioners and
Owners, to rezone from A-1 Agriculture to RR-1 Rural Residence and A-1 Agriculture to A1 Agriculture with A-4 Agricultural Overlay District, Parcel 328, Sections 26 & 35, T10N,
R7E in the Town of West Point to be approved as follows: To change from A-1 Agriculture
to RR-1 Rural Residence and A-1 Agriculture to A-1 Agriculture with A-4 Agricultural
Overlay District, Parcel 328, Sections 26 & 35, T10N, R7E, Town of West Point.
A petition by Matt Plummer, Madison, WI, Petitioner and Atomic Sky LLC, Madison, WI,
Owner, to rezone from A-1 Agriculture to R-1 Single Family Residence, Parcel 62, Section
1, T12N, R9E in the Town of Pacific to be approved as follows: To change from A-1
Agriculture to R-1 Single Family Residence, Parcel 62, Section 1, T12N, R9E, Town of
Pacific.
Fred C. Teitgen
Mike Weyh
Kevin Kessler
Harlan Baumgartner
John A. Stevenson
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMITTEE

Upon hearing no objection, Chair Gove directed the report be accepted and placed on file.
RESOLUTION NO. 5-16
WHEREAS, Columbia County owns and operates the Columbia Health Care Center which is a
skilled nursing facility located in Wyocena, Wisconsin; and,
WHEREAS, the Columbia Health Care Center has been offered the opportunity to join the Leading
Choice Network, which is a provider network; and,
WHEREAS, membership in the Leading Choice Network will benefit the Columbia Health Care
Center in the areas of:
A.
Contracting, through Leading Choice’s enhanced knowledge of the health plan market
place and access to health plans, a greater volume of business through an increased access to health
plans necessary to obtain reimbursement for services provided and potential access to pay-forperformance opportunities.
B.
Clinical Care Coordination, by providing a forum to learn about best practices, assistance
with using clinical data analytics to demonstrate quality of care and control of costs, and assistance with
and education about the prior authorization process.
C.
Billing/Claims Processing, by offering education about and assistance with health plans’
billing mechanisms and with specific claims.
D.
Staff Education, for facility staff on topics such as contracts and the usage of data
analytics to improve operations.
E.
Data Analytics, through assistance with the collection of necessary financial data to better
negotiate contracts to cover costs of services provided and the collection of key clinical data to
demonstrate provider quality.
F.
Other Services, including assistance with negotiating key vendor contracts to help control
costs and with grants available through the State of Wisconsin or the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services (CMS).
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Columbia County Board of Supervisors hereby
authorizes the Columbia Health Care Center to become a member of the Leading Choice Network; and,
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Columbia Health Care Center Administrator is authorized to
sign all documents required for the Columbia Health Care Center to become a member of the Leading
Choice Network; and,
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Columbia Health Care Center Committee shall oversee the
Columbia Health Care Center’s participation in the Leading Choice Network and shall review the Leading
Choice Network membership fees as part of the annual County Budget process.
Fiscal Note: 2016 initial membership fee to be paid from CHCC Account No. 4357.521100 and not to
exceed $15,000.00.
Fiscal Impact: None.
John H. Tramburg
Kevin Kessler
Nancy M. Long, Secretary
Barry Pufahl, Vice Chair
Don De Young, Chair
COLUMBIA HEALTH CARE CENTER COMMITTEE
Motion was made to adopt the Resolution by Teitgen, second by Long.
Amy Yamriska, Columbia Health Care Center Administrator, explained the proposed resolution.
The Resolution was adopted.
RESOLUTION NO. 6-16
WHEREAS, certain budgeted activities for calendar year 2015 have been overdrawn in their
appropriations, and
WHEREAS, all additional revenue generated by departments is taken into consideration before
calculating account shortages, and
WHEREAS, the 2015 Register in Probate account is overdrawn in the amount of $21,271 due to
higher costs for Guardian Ad Litem Attorney Fees, and
WHEREAS, the 2015 Clerk of Courts account is overdrawn in the amount of $2,606 due primarily
to Guardian Ad Litem Fees and a shortage in Fines & Forfeiture Revenue.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the following transfers be made from the pre-closing
General Fund to the various named departments:
Register in Probate Account No. 1216
Clerk of Courts Account No. 1220

$21,271
$ 2,606

Fiscal Note: Transfer $23,877 from the pre-closing General Fund #100.341100 to the respective
accounts as listed above.
Fiscal Impact: Cost to County is $23,877.
John Stevenson
Don De Young
Nancy M. Long
Robert C. McClyman
Barry Pufahl
JUDICIARY, LAND INFORMATION AND
REGISTER OF DEEDS COMMITTEE
Motion was made to adopt the Resolution by Baumgartner, second by Ross.
Lois Schepp, Comptroller, gave a summary of the proposed resolution.
The Resolution was adopted.
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RESOLUTION NO. 7-16
WHEREAS, in 2014, Columbia County created an OWI Treatment Court, which is a diversionary
program for people who face a third charge of OWI and whose blood alcohol concentration is 0.20 or
higher at the time of arrest (0.08 is the legal intoxication limit for most drivers); and,
WHEREAS, since 2014, the Columbia County OWI Treatment Court has been funded through a
grant from the State of Wisconsin, Department of Justice, Office of Justice Assistance and has been
administered by an OWI Treatment Court Program Coordinator who is an independent contractor; and,
WHEREAS, the current OWI Treatment Court Program Coordinator is leaving the independent
contractor arrangement with Columbia County to take an employee position with a social services
agency in Dane County; and,
WHEREAS, an OWI Treatment Court Program Coordinator is essential to the continuity and
continued success of the Columbia County OWI Treatment Court, and it is unlikely that a qualified
individual will accept the position as an independent contractor.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Columbia County Board of Supervisors authorizes
and approves the recruitment and hiring of a full-time OWI Treatment Court Program Coordinator with
the position continuing through December 31, 2016, under the supervision of the Columbia County
Circuit Courts with oversight by the undersigned Committee, and subject to review and continuing
authorization through the annual County Budget process; and,
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the total 2016 cost of the full-time OWI Treatment Court
Program Coordinator shall be funded from the 2016 OWI Treatment Court Grant.
Fiscal Note: Total 2016 cost for a full-time OWI Treatment Court Program Coordinator not to exceed
$70,587.45 shall be funded from the 2016 OWI Treatment Court Grant, which totals $132,096.00.
Fiscal Impact: Total 2016 budget of an OWI Treatment Court Program Coordinator independent
contractor is $56,025.40. The additional $14,562.05 will be funded from the 2016 OWI Treatment Court
Grant, which totals $132,096.00.
John A. Stevenson
Don DeYoung
Nancy M. Long, Secretary
Robert C. McClyman, Vice Chair
Barry Pufahl, Chair
JUDICIARY, LAND INFORMATION AND REGISTER OF
DEEDS COMMITTEE
A revised resolution was placed on desks.
Motion was made to adopt the Resolution by Cupery, second by Pufahl.
Judge White spoke before the Board regarding the proposed resolution and asked for their
support. Troy Cross, Assistant District Attorney was also in attendance and provided statistics of the
program. They entertained questions of the Board.
The Resolution was adopted.
RESOLUTION NO. 8-16
BE IT RESOLVED, that effective January 1, 2016, the following accounts be designated as
continuing appropriation accounts:
Wellness Funds
Unemployment Control
Employee Retirement Payout Pool
PC Maintenance Reserve
Printer Maintenance Reserve
Telephone Maintenance Reserve
Revolving Loan Fund Program
Environmental Assessments

1271
1432
1433
1455
1456
1460
1513
1564

Sheriff 9-1-1
Solid Waste Container Rental
U.W. Grant/Program Accounts
4H Youth Programs
LWCD Conservation Donations
LWCD Duck Creek Funds
LWCD Tree Sale Program
Conservation Practices
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2911
3632
various
6701
7410
7411
7424
7435

Land Records Trust
County Owned Lands Inventory
Sheriff Donations
Drug Education
Sheriff Federal Drug Seizures Trust
Sheriff State Drug Seizures Trust
CEASE Program
Project Lifesaver
Sheriff’s Inmate Trust

1721
1725
various
2240
2241
2242
2243
2246
2252

ATC Conservation Fund
Tree Planter – Rental Program
Clean-up Underground Tank
Capital Outlay Pool
Accounting/HR Computer System
Hlth & Human Services Restricted Funds
Health Care Center - All Accounts
Highway - All Accounts

7437
7449
7450
8000
9910

Fiscal Note: None
Fiscal Impact: None
Andy Ross
James E. Foley
Mary Cupery
Harlan Baumgartner
John H. Tramburg
FINANCE COMMITTEE
Motion was made to adopt the Resolution by Foley, second by Baumgartner. The Resolution was
adopted.
RESOLUTION NO. 9-16
WHEREAS, pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 59.22(1), the Board must establish the total annual
compensation for services to be paid to county elected officials (other than supervisors and circuit
judges) prior to the earliest time for filing nomination papers for the county elective office; and
WHEREAS, the Board desires to establish the total annual compensation for county elected
officials, which is separate and distinct from the fringe benefits offered by the County to elected officials,
and which fringe benefits are subject to increase or decrease during the officer’s term at the discretion
of the Board and in accordance with state and federal law; and
WHEREAS, as part of the County’s fringe benefit program, county elected officials may participate
in the Wisconsin Retirement System in accordance with state law; and
WHEREAS, as part of the County’s fringe benefit program, county elected officials may elect to
receive health insurance coverage under the same terms and conditions as the health insurance
coverage offered to non-represented managerial county employees who are not law enforcement
managerial employees or non-represented managerial employees described in Wis. Stat. §
111.70(1)(mm)2;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Columbia County Board of Supervisors, that the
total annual compensation for county elected officers under Wis. Stat. § 59.22(1) shall be as follows,
effective on the first day of a term of office that begins after the date of this Resolution:

County Clerk
County Treasurer

2017
$74,578.40
$78,212.16

2018
$76,385.92
$80,019.68

2019
$78,212.16
$81,848.00

2020
$80,019.68
$81,848.00

Register of Deeds
Sheriff
Clerk of Court

$74,578.40
$89,086.40
$75,192.00

$76,385.92
$91,767.60
$75,481.20

$78,212.16

$80,019.68

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the aforementioned county elected officials are entitled to
participate in the Wisconsin Retirement System in accordance with law and the County shall pay only its
share of contributions required by law; and

5

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the aforementioned county elected officials are entitled to
participate in the County’s health insurance program subject to the terms and conditions of the program,
which may be modified from time to time, under the same terms and conditions as the health insurance
coverage offered to non-represented managerial county employees who are not law enforcement
managerial employees or non-represented managerial employees described in Wis. Stat. §
111.70(1)(mm)2.
Fiscal Note: Funds to be included in the 2017-2020 budgets.
Fiscal Impact: None
Andy Ross
James E. Foley
Mary Cupery, Secretary
Harlan Baumgartner, Vice Chair
John H. Tramburg, Chair
FINANCE COMMITTEE
Motion was made to adopt the Resolution by Ross, second by Cupery.
Ruf gave an overview of the proposed resolution and referred to handouts provided in supervisor
packets.
The Resolution was adopted.
RESOLUTION NO. 10-16
WHEREAS, the State of Wisconsin Department of Administration (“DOA”) administers the Wisconsin
Land Information Program Grant (“Grant”) through the DOA’s Division of Intergovernmental Relations;
and,
WHEREAS, Columbia County, Wisconsin (“County”) submitted an Application for the Grant to the
DOA and the DOA, relying on representations set forth in the Application, approved an award to the County
in the amount of Twenty Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-six Dollars ($20,936.00); and,
WHEREAS, upon acceptance, the County must use the awarded Grant funds pursuant to the terms
and conditions of the 2016 Wisconsin Land Information Program Base Budget Grant Agreement, a copy of
which is attached as Exhibit A.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the County accepts the 2016 Wisconsin Land Information
Program Base Budget Grant in the amount of Twenty Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-six Dollars
($20,936.00); and,
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Board Chair is authorized to sign the 2016 Wisconsin
Land Information Program Base Budget Grant Agreement, a copy of which is attached as Exhibit A, and
all other documents that may be required to accept the Grant.
Fiscal Note: The 2016 grant of $20,936.00 will be accounted for in business unit 1723.
Fiscal Impact: None
Andy Ross
Kenneth Hutler
Kirk Konkel, Secretary
Mary Cupery, Vice-Chair
Vern E. Gove, Chair
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Motion was made to adopt the Resolution by Foley, second by Wingers.
Kristen Anderson, Land Information Director, explained the proposed resolution.
The Resolution was adopted.
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RESOLUTION NO. 11-16
WHEREAS, the State of Wisconsin Department of Administration (“DOA”) administers the Wisconsin
Land Information Program Grant (“Grant”) through the DOA’s Division of Intergovernmental Relations;
and,
WHEREAS, Columbia County, Wisconsin (“County”) submitted an Application for the Grant to the
DOA and the DOA, relying on representations set forth in the Application, approved an award to the County
in the amount of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00); and,
WHEREAS, upon acceptance, the County must use the awarded Grant funds pursuant to the terms
and conditions of the 2016 Wisconsin Land Information Program Strategic Initiative Grant Agreement, a
copy of which is attached as Exhibit A.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the County accepts the 2016 Wisconsin Land Information
Program Strategic Initiative Grant in the amount of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00); and,
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Board Chair is authorized to sign the 2016 Wisconsin
Land Information Program Strategic Initiative Grant Agreement, a copy of which is attached as Exhibit A,
and all other documents that may be required to accept the Grant.
Fiscal Note: The 2016 grant of $50,000.00 will be accounted for in business unit 1722.
Fiscal Impact: None
Andy Ross
Kenneth Hutler
Kirk Konkel, Secretary
Mary Cupery, Vice Chair
Vern E. Gove, Chair
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Motion was made to adopt the Resolution by Wingers, second by Teitgen.
Kristen Anderson, gave a summary of resolution and entertained questions of the Board.
The Resolution was adopted.
ORDINANCE NO. P15-2016
The Columbia County Board of Supervisors do ordain as follows: That Title 17, Chapter 1,
entitled “Columbia County Comprehensive Plan” of the County Code, as passed by the Board of
Supervisors on September 19, 2007, is hereby amended and added thereto as follows: Pursuant to
section 59 of the Wisconsin Statutes, Columbia County, is authorized to amend a comprehensive plan as
defined in section 66.1001(1)(a) and 66.1001(2) of the Wisconsin Statutes.
The Planning and Zoning Committee of Columbia County, by a majority vote of the entire
committee recorded in its official minutes, has recommended to the County Board the adoption of the
document dated December 1, 2009 and entitled “Amendments to the Columbia County Comprehensive
Plan 2030” as specified in section 66.1001(2) of the Wisconsin Statutes.
The “Amendments to the Columbia County Comprehensive Plan 2030” include the following
items: Map Amendment – Developed/Infill Area to Farmland Preservation Area; Bruce and Patricia
Hutchinson, Petitioners & Owners, Town of Dekorra, Reference File No. 2016-015 in the Planning &
Zoning Department.
The County Planning and Zoning Committee has held at least one public hearing on this
ordinance, in compliance with the requirements of section 66.1001(4)(d) of the Wisconsin Statutes.
The County Board of Columbia County, Wisconsin, does, by enactment of this ordinance, formally
adopt the document dated December 1, 2009 and entitled “Amendments to the Columbia County
Comprehensive Plan 2030” pursuant to section 66.1001.(4)(c) of the Wisconsin Statutes.
This ordinance shall take effect on March 16, 2016 upon passage by a majority vote of the
members-elect of the County Board and posted as required by law.
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Vern E. Gove, Chair
COLUMBIA COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Susan M. Moll
COLUMBIA COUNTY CLERK
DATE PASSED: March 16, 2016
DATE PUBLISHED: March 22, 2016
Motion was made by Teitgen, second by Weyh, to adopt. Motion carried. The Ordinance
was declared passed and is to be known as Ordinance P15-2016.
ORDINANCE NO. P16-2016
The Columbia County Board of Supervisors do ordain as follows: That Title 17, Chapter 1,
entitled “Columbia County Comprehensive Plan” of the County Code, as passed by the Board of
Supervisors on September 19, 2007, is hereby amended and added thereto as follows: Pursuant to
section 59 of the Wisconsin Statutes, Columbia County, is authorized to amend a comprehensive plan as
defined in section 66.1001(1)(a) and 66.1001(2) of the Wisconsin Statutes.
The Planning and Zoning Committee of Columbia County, by a majority vote of the entire
committee recorded in its official minutes, has recommended to the County Board the adoption of the
document dated December 1, 2009 and entitled “Amendments to the Columbia County Comprehensive
Plan 2030” as specified in section 66.1001(2) of the Wisconsin Statutes.
The “Amendments to the Columbia County Comprehensive Plan 2030” include the following
items: Map Amendment – Agriculture and Open Space to Single Family Residential; Atomic Sky, LLC,
Petitioners & Owners, Town of Pacific, Reference File No. 2016-016 in the Planning & Zoning
Department.
Map Amendment – Farmland Preservation Area to Developed/Infill Area; Atomic Sky, LLC,
Petitioners & Owners, Town of Pacific, Reference File No. 2016-016 in the Planning & Zoning
Department.
The County Planning and Zoning Committee has held at least one public hearing on this
ordinance, in compliance with the requirements of section 66.1001(4)(d) of the Wisconsin Statutes.
The County Board of Columbia County, Wisconsin, does, by enactment of this ordinance, formally
adopt the document dated December 1, 2009 and entitled “Amendments to the Columbia County
Comprehensive Plan 2030” pursuant to section 66.1001.(4)(c) of the Wisconsin Statutes.
This ordinance shall take effect on March 16, 2016 upon passage by a majority vote of the
members-elect of the County Board and posted as required by law.
Vern E. Gove, Chair
COLUMBIA COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Susan M. Moll
COLUMBIA COUNTY CLERK
DATE PASSED: March 16, 2016
DATE PUBLISHED: March 22, 2016
Motion was made by Baumgartner, second by Kessler, to adopt. Motion carried. The Ordinance
was declared passed and is to be known as Ordinance P16-2016.
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ORDINANCE NO. Z444-16
The Columbia County Board of Supervisors do ordain as follows: That Columbia County
Ordinance Z443-16, as passed by the Board of Supervisors on January 20, 2016 is hereby amended to
read as follows: “To change from A-1 Agriculture to RR-1 Rural Residence and A-1 Agriculture to A-1
Agriculture with A-4 Agricultural Overlay”, (Robert D. Cuff and Kathleen E. Cuff, Petitioners and,
Owners) parcel of land located in Section 18, T13N, R9E, Town of Fort Winnebago more particularly
described as follows: Land to be Rezoned from A-1 Agriculture to RR-1 Rural Residence - Being a part
of Lot 3, Certified Survey Map No. 4661 as recorded in Volume 32 of Certified Survey Maps, page
146, as Document No. 758659 located in the Northwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarte r of Section
18, Town 13 North, Range 9 East, Town of Fort Winnebago, Columbia County, Wisconsin,
described as follows: Commencing at the West quarter corner of said Section 18; thence North
02°43’18” East along the West line of the Northwest Quarter of said Section 18 and the West line of Lot
3, Certified Survey Map No. 4661, 1,869.92 1,319.92 feet to the point of beginning; thence continuing
North 02°43’18" East along the West line of the Northwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter, 540.41
550.41 feet; thence South 87°14’39" West East, 395.70 feet; thence South 02°43'18" West, 550.26
feet to the South line of said Lot 3; thence North 87°15'53" West along the South line of said Lot 3,
395.70 feet to the point of beginning. Containing 217,768 square feet, (5.00 acres), more or less.
Land to be Rezoned from A-1 Agriculture to A-1 Agriculture with A-4 Agricultural Overlay - Being a part
of Lot 3, Certified Survey Map No. 4661 as recorded in Volume 32 of Certified Survey Maps, page 146,
as Document No. 758659 located in the Northwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter and the Northeast
Quarter of the Northwest Quarter, Section 18, Town 13 North, Range 9 East, Town of Fort Winnebago,
Columbia County, Wisconsin, described as follows: Commencing at the West quarter corner of said
Section 18; thence North 02°43’18” East along the West line of the Northwest Quarter of said Section 18
and the West line of Lot 3, Certified Survey Map No. 4661, 1,869.92 feet to the point of beginning;
thence continuing North 02°43’18” East along the West line of the Northwest Quarter of said Section 18
and the West line of said Lot 3, 213.11 218.7 feet to the Northwest corner of Lot 3 and the Southwest
corner of Lot 1, Certified Survey Map No. 4661; thence South 87°14’39” East along the South line of
said Lot 1 and the north line of said Lot 3, 355.59 feet to the Southeast corner of Lot 1 and the West line
of Lot 2, Certified Survey Map No. 4661; thence South 02°43’18” West along the West line of said Lot 2
and the East line of said Lot 3, 147.11 feet to the Southwest corner of Lot 2; thence South 87°14’39”
East along the South line of said Lot 2 and the North line of said Lot 3, 2,134.60 feet to the East line of
the Northwest corner of said Section 18 and the East line of said Lot 3; thence South 02°47’16” West
along the East line of the Northwest Quarter and the East line of said Lot 3, 615.51 feet to the Southeast
corner of said Lot 3; thence North 87°15’53” West along the South line of said Lot 3, 2,093.78 feet;
thence North 02°43’18” East, 550.26 feet; thence North 87°14’39” West, 395.70 feet to the point of
beginning. Containing 1,368,175 square feet, (31.41 acres), more or less. All effective upon
recording of the Certified Survey Map. All remaining portions of Z443-16 are unchanged and remain in
full force and effect.
Vern E. Gove, Chair
COLUMBIA COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Susan M. Moll
COLUMBIA COUNTY CLERK
DATE PASSED: March 16, 2016
DATE PUBLISHED: March 22, 2016
Motion was made by Baumgartner, second by Cupery, to approve the rezone for Robert D. and
Kathleen Cuff, Petitioners and Owners. The motion carried. The Ordinance was declared passed and is to
be known as Ordinance Z444-16.
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ORDINANCE NO. Z445-16
The Columbia County Board of Supervisors do ordain as follows: That Title 16 – Chapter 100,
entitled “Zoning”, of the County Code, as passed by the Board of Supervisors on May 14, 2014 is hereby
amended and added thereto as follows:
(1)
“To change from A-1 Agriculture to RR-1 Rural Residence and A-1 Agriculture to A-1
Agriculture with A-4 Agricultural Overlay”, (Tim Paulson, Petitioner and, Michael G.
Sharpee and Vicki M. Sharpee, Owners) parcel of land located in Section 6, T10N, R12E,
Town of Columbus more particularly described as follows: Land to be Rezoned from A-1
Agriculture to RR-1 Rural Residence - Located in the NW ¼ of the SE ¼, the SW ¼ of the
SE ¼ and the SE ¼ of the SE ¼ of Section 6, Town 10 North, Range 12 East, Town of
Columbus, Columbia County, Wisconsin, described as follows: Commencing at the South
Quarter Corner of Section 6; thence East, 246.45 feet; thence North 00°17’58” West,
298.98 feet; thence South 89°42’02” West, 246.44 feet; thence South 00°17’55” East,
297.69 feet to the Point of Beginning. Containing 1.69 acres - Land to be Rezoned from
A-1 Agriculture to A-1 Agriculture with A-4 Agricultural Overlay - Located in the NW ¼ of
the SE ¼, the SW ¼ of the SE ¼ and the SE ¼ of the SE ¼ of Section 6, Town 10 North,
Range 12 East, Town of Columbus, Columbia County, Wisconsin, described as follows:
Commencing at the South Quarter Corner of Section 6; thence East, 371.57 feet along the
south line of the SE ¼ of Section 6; thence North 01°11’21” East, 788.58 feet to the Point
of Beginning; thence continuing along North 01°11’21” East, 1280.20 feet; thence South
89°05’00” East, 962.12 feet to the east line of the NW ¼ of SE ¼; thence South
01°27’08” West, 726.93 feet along the east line of the NW ¼ of the SE ¼ to the southeast
corner of said NW ¼ of the SE ¼; thence North 89°51’35” East, 406.09 feet along the
north line of the SE ¼ of the SE ¼; thence South 01°11’21” West, 567.28 feet; thence
North 88°48’39” West, 1364.75 feet to the Point of Beginning. Containing 33.50 acres.
All effective upon recording of the Certified Survey Map for the lot.
(2)
“To change from RR-1 Rural Residence and A-1 Agriculture to RR-1 Rural Residence and
A-1 Agriculture to A-1 Agriculture with A-4 Agricultural Overlay”, (Leo M. Dynes, Petitioner
and Owner) parcel of land located in Section 31, T10N, R12E, Town of Columbus more
particularly described as follows: Land to be Rezoned from RR-1 Rural Residence and A-1
Agriculture to RR-1 Rural Residence - Being all of Lot 1 and a part of Lot 2, Certified
Survey Map No. 5585, as recorded in Volume 39 of Certified Survey Maps, Page 100, as
Document No. 865786, located in the fractional North Half of the Northwest Quarter, and
the Northwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 31, Town 10 North, Range 12
East, Town of Columbus, Columbia County, Wisconsin described as follows: Commencing
at the West Quarter corner of said Section 31; thence North 01°01’58” East, along the
West line of the Northwest Quarter of said Section 31, 1,320.30 feet to the Southwest
corner of the North Half of the Northwest Quarter of said Section 31; thence North
88°33’20” East, along the South line of the North Half of the Northwest Quarter of said
Section 31, 1,769.80 feet to the Southwest corner of said Lot 1, Certified Survey Map No.
5585 and the point-of-beginning; thence North 00°21’00” West, along the West line of
said Lot 1, 271.00 feet to the Northwest corner of said Lot 1; thence North 88°45’00” East
along the North line of said Lot 1, 423.00 feet to the Northeast corner of said Lot 1;
thence South 20°58’26” East along the Easterly line of said Lot 1, 42.40 feet to a point in
the centerline of Bristol Road; thence North 61°12’21” East along the centerline of Bristol
Road, 5.34 feet; thence North 59°48’02” East along the centerline of Bristol Road, 655.76
feet; thence South 30°11’58” East, 642.61 feet to a point in the South line of the
Northwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of said Section 31; thence South 89°35’25”
West, along the South line of the Northwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of said
Section 31, 880.02 feet, to the Southwest corner of the Northwest Quarter of the
Northeast Quarter of said Section 31; thence South 88°33’20” West, along the South line
of the North Half of the Northwest Quarter of said Section 31, 451.25 feet to the point-ofbeginning; Containing 432,859 square feet (9.94 acres) more or less.
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(3)

(4)

Land to be Rezoned from A-1 Agriculture to A-1 Agriculture with A-4 Agricultural Overlay Being the Northeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of Section 31 and the Northwest
Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section 32 all located in Town 10 North, Range 12
East, Town of Columbus, Columbia County, Wisconsin. All effective upon recording of the
Certified Survey Map.
“To change from A-1 Agriculture to RR-1 Rural Residence and A-1 Agriculture to A-1
Agriculture with A-4 Agricultural Overlay”, (Jordan Noyes, Petitioner and John M. Reierson,
Owner) parcel of land located in Section 18, T11N, R11E, Town of Otsego more
particularly described as follows: Land to be Rezoned from A-1 Agriculture to RR-1 Rural
Residence - A parcel of land located in the Northeast ¼ of the Southeast ¼ of Section 18,
T11N, R11E, Town of Otsego, Columbia County, Wisconsin, being more particularly
described as follows: Commencing at the Southeast Corner of said Section 18; thence
North 01°13’14” West, 2019.06 feet to the point of beginning. Thence continue North
01°13’14” West, 300.00 feet; thence South 88°46’42” West, 300.00 feet; thence South
01°13’14” East, 300.00 feet; thence North 88°46’42” East, 300.00 feet to the point of
beginning. This parcel contains 90,000 sq. ft. or 2.07 acres and is subject to a 33 foot
road right of way over the Easterly side thereof. Land to be Rezoned from A-1 Agriculture
to A-1 Agriculture with A-4 Agricultural Overlay - A parcel of land located in the Northeast
¼ of the Southeast ¼ of Section 18, T11N, R11E, Town of Otsego, Columbia County,
Wisconsin, being more particularly described as follows: Beginning at the East ¼ Corner
of Said Section 18; thence South 01°13’14” East, 330.26 feet; thence South 88°46’42”
West, 300.00 feet; thence South 01°13’14” East, 300.00 feet; thence North 88°46’42”
East, 300.00 feet; thence South 01°13’14” East, 694.40 feet; thence South 89°15’45”
West, 1325.42 feet; thence North 01°09’59” West, 1332.75 feet; thence North 89°36’46”
East, 1324.25 feet to the point of beginning. This parcel contains 1,670,195 sq. ft. or
38.34 acres and is subject to a 33 foot road right of way over the Easterly side thereof.
All effective upon recording of the Certified Survey Map.
“To change from A-1 Agriculture to RR-1 Rural Residence and A-1 Agriculture to A-1
Agriculture with A-4 Agricultural Overlay”, (Todd Rietmann and Kara Rietmann, Petitioners
and Owners) parcel of land located in Section 5, T11N, R8E, Town of Caledonia more
particularly described as follows: Land to be Rezoned from A-1 Agriculture to RR-1 Rural
Residence - A parcel of land located in the Southwest ¼ of the Southeast ¼ of Section 5,
Town 11 North, Range 8 East, Town of Caledonia, Columbia County, Wisconsin, more
particularly described as follows: Commencing at the south ¼ corner of Section 5, Town
11 North, Range 8 East; thence North 00º50’10” East 669.64 feet along the north-south
¼ line of Section 5 to the point of beginning of this description; Thence continue North
00º50’10” East 188.00 feet along the north-south ¼ line; thence North 89º27’40” East
336.01 feet; thence South 16º43’42” West 255.36 feet; thence South 87º10’42” West
108.58 feet; thence North 00º50’10” East 56.47 feet; thence North 89º09’50” West
157.62 feet to the point of beginning. Containing 1.50 acres. Land to be Rezoned from
A-1 Agriculture to A-1 Agriculture with A-4 Agricultural Overlay - Part of the Southwest ¼
of the Southeast ¼ of Section 5, Town 11 North, Range 8 East, Town of Caledonia,
Columbia County, Wisconsin, more particularly described as follows: Commencing at the
south ¼ corner of Section 5, Town 11 North, Range 8 East; thence North 89°54’28” East
340.71 feet along the south line of Section 5 to the point of beginning; thence North
00°50’10” East 615.79 feet; thence South 89°54’28” West 74.71 feet; thence North
16°43’42” East 255.36 feet; thence South 89°27’40” West 336.01 feet to the north-south
¼ line of Section 5; thence North 00°50’10” East 468.74 feet along the north-south ¼ line
to the northwest corner of the southwest ¼ of the southeast ¼; thence North 89°36’13”
East 1323.64 feet along the north line of the southwest ¼ of the southeast ¼ to the
northeast corner thereof; thence South 00°52’00” West 1333.41 feet along the east line of
the southwest ¼ of the southeast ¼ to the southeast corner thereof; thence South
89°54’28” West 982.08 feet along the south line of Section 5 to the point of beginning.
Containing 33.90 acres. All effective upon recording of the Certified Survey Map.
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(5)

(6)

(7)

“To change from A-1 Agriculture with A-4 Agricultural Overlay to A-1 Agriculture”, (Davis
Bros Farms, Inc., Petitioner and Owner) parcel of land located in Section 35, T10N, R7E,
Town of West Point more particularly described as follows: Land to be Rezoned from A-1
Agriculture with A-4 Agricultural Overlay to A-1 Agriculture - Being Lot 2 of Certified
Survey Map 5698 as recorded in Volume 40 of Certified Survey Maps, Page 73, recorded
as Document No. 877845, located in the Northwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter and
the Northeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter, Section 35, Town 10 North, Range 7
East, Town of West Point, Columbia County, Wisconsin. Containing 208,665 square feet
(4.79 acres), more or less. All effective upon recording of the Certified Survey Map.
“To change from A-1 Agriculture to RR-1 Rural Residence and A-1 Agriculture to A-1
Agriculture with A-4 Agricultural Overlay”, (Donald Joseph Kruchten and Denise Marie
Kippley, Petitioners and Owners) parcel of land located in Sections 26 & 35, T10N, R7E,
Town of West Point more particularly described as follows: Land to be Rezoned from A-1
Agriculture to RR-1 Rural Residence - Beginning at the Southeast corner of said Section
26; thence North 89°08’56” West, along the South Line of the Southeast Quarter of said
Section 26, 66.00 feet; thence North 00°46’20” East, 326.92 feet; thence South
89°29’47” West, 187.48 feet; thence North 01°16’15” West, 313.09 feet; thence North
89°29’47” East, 265.54 feet to the East line of the Southeast Quarter of said Section 26;
thence South 00°51’03” West along the East line of the Southeast Quarter, 640.87 feet to
the point of beginning. Containing 102,992 square feet (2.36 acres), more or less. Land
to be Rezoned from A-1 Agriculture to A-1 Agriculture with A-4 Agricultural Overlay Being a part of the Southeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter and a part of the
Northeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of Section 26, and part of the Northeast
Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 35, all in Town 10 North, Range 7 East, Town
of West Point, Columbia County, Wisconsin, described as follows: Commencing at the
Southeast corner of said Section 26; thence North 00°51’03” East along the East line of
the Southeast Quarter of said Section 26, 640.87 feet to the point of beginning; thence
South 89°29’47” West, 265.54 feet; thence South 01°16’15” East, 101.62 feet; thence
South 71°07’33” West, 341.21 feet; thence North 50°12’01” West, 175.34 feet; thence
South 21°42’17” West, 749.37 feet; thence North 77°45’26” West, 16.62 feet; thence
North 00°47’41” East, 554.39 feet; thence North 89°45’19” West, 234.30 feet; thence
North 00°54’43” East, 679.13 feet; thence North 62°02’24” East, 559.94 feet; thence
South 72°00’50” East, 180.09 feet; thence North 03°53’57” East, 425.52 feet; thence
North 79°49’54” East, 226.10 feet; thence North 06°51’09” East, 292.83 feet; thence
North 46°51’26” East, 192.36 feet; thence North 40°04’38” East, 253.23 feet to the East
line of the Southeast Quarter of said Section 26; thence South 00°51’03” West along the
East line of the Southeast Quarter, 1,727.20 feet to the point of beginning. Containing
1,422,866 square feet, (32.66 acres), more or less. All effective upon recording of the
Certified Survey Map.
“To change from A-1 Agriculture and R-1 Single Family Residence to R-1 Single Family
Residence”, (Matt Plummer, Petitioner and Atomic Sky LLC, Owner) parcel of land located
in Section 1, T12N, R9E, Town of Pacific more particularly described as follows: Land to
be Rezoned from A-1 Agriculture and R-1 Single Family Residence to R-1 Single Family
Residence - Part of Lot 13, Block Two (2), LAKESIDE PARK PLAT, located in Government
Lot 1 and Part of Government Lot 2, all in Section 1, Township 12 North, Range 9 East,
Town of Pacific, Columbia County, Wisconsin, more fully described as follows:
Commencing at the North Quarter corner of said Section 1, thence North 89°49’40” East,
along the North line of the Northeast quarter of said Section 1, 1323.96 feet; thence
South 00°15’22” West, 1542.76 feet to the Southerly right-of-way line of an abandoned
rail road; thence continuing South 00°15’22” West, 409.25 feet to the Northwest corner of
Lot 13, Block Eight (8), LAKESIDE PARK PLAT and the point of beginning; thence
continuing South 00°15’22” East along the westerly line of said LAKESIDE PARK PLAT,
300.16 feet to a point of curvature; thence along the arc of a curve to the right through a
central angle of 54°32’58”, an arc distance of 23.80 feet, a radius of 25.00 feet and a
chord bearing North 62°18’36” West, 22.91 feet to a point of reverse curvature;
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thence along the arc of a curve to the left through a central angle of 289°05’56”, an arc
distance of 378.43 feet, a radius of 75.00 feet and a chord bearing South 00°24’55” West,
87.00 feet to a point of reverse curvature; thence along the arc of a curve to the right
through a central angle of 49° 49’18”, an arc distance of 21.74 feet, a radius of 25.00 feet
and a chord bearing North 60° 30’36” seconds East, 21.06 feet; thence South 89°35’05”
East, 37.22 feet; thence South 27°09’20”West, 77.20 feet to the Southwest corner of Lot
13, Block Two (2), said LAKESIDE PARK PLAT; thence South 00°15’22” West, 236.85 feet
to the meander line of Swan Lake; thence South 60°35’17” West along said meander line,
129.07 feet; thence South 58°18’43” West, 200.09 feet; thence North 87°01’04” West
154.90 feet; thence North 12°07’43” East, 76.08 feet; thence North 87°01’04” West,
44.04 feet; thence North 00°21’37” East, 199.80 feet; thence South 89°52’19” East,
34.89 feet; thence North 00°17’24” East, 274.54 feet; thence North 89°42’49” East,
50.04 feet; thence North 00°15’ 44” East, 283.94 feet; thence South 89°35’05” East,
379.51 feet to the point of beginning together with all lands lying between the above
mentioned meander line and the existing shoreline of Swan Lake. Contains approximately
320,234 square feet or 7.3516 acres. All effective upon recording of the Certified Survey
Map.
Vern E. Gove, Chair
COLUMBIA COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Susan M. Moll
COLUMBIA COUNTY CLERK
DATE PASSED: March 16, 2016
DATE PUBLISHED: March 22, 2016
Motion was made by Foley, second by Teitgen, to approve the rezone requests for Tim Paulson,
Petitioner and Michael G. and Vicki M. Sharpee, Owners; Leo M. Dynes, Petitioner and Owner; Jordan
Noyes, Petitioner and Merlin W. and John M. Riererson, Owners; Todd and Kara Rietmann, Petitioners
and Owners; Davis Bros Farms Inc., Petitioner and Owner; and Donald Joseph Kruchten and Denise
Marie Kippley, Petitioners and Owners; Matt Plummer, Petitioner and Atomic Sky LLC, Owner were
approved. The motion carried. The Ordinance was declared passed and is to be known as Ordinance
Z445-16.
ORDINANCE NO. 159-16
The Columbia County Board of Supervisors do ordain as follows: The Columbia County Code of
Ordinances as adopted by the Board of Supervisors on May 16, 2001, is hereby amended and revised as
follows:
The Columbia County Nonmetallic Mining Reclamation Ordinance has been in effect since May
1983.
Since that time there have been changes and modifications to the Wisconsin Administrative Code,
Chapter NR 135 relating to the reclamation of nonmetallic mines in Columbia County.
The incorporation of these changes and standards into our Nonmetallic Mining Reclamation
Ordinance are necessary to remain in compliance with Chapter NR 135.
The Columbia County Planning and Zoning Committee conducted a public hearing and is
recommending the repeal of Title 16 Chapter 7 Nonmetallic Mining Reclamation and the creation of a
new Nonmetallic Mining Ordinance.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Columbia County Board of Supervisors that Title 16
Chapter 7 of the Columbia County Code of Ordinances (Nonmetallic Mining Reclamation) is repealed and
Title 16 Chapter 600 Nonmetallic Mining Reclamation is created and is attached as Exhibit “A”.
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Vern E. Gove, Chair
COLUMBIA COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Susan M. Moll
COLUMBIA COUNTY CLERK
DATE PASSED: March 16, 2016
DATE PUBLISHED: March 22, 2016
EXHIBIT “A”
Columbia County Nonmetallic Mining Reclamation Ordinance
Title 16 Chapter 600
Columbia County Board of Supervisors
Adopted: May 16, 2001
Amended: June 20, 2007
Amended: March 16, 2016
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SECTIONS: ........................................................................................................... 37
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Subchapter 16-601 Introduction
SECTIONS:
16-601-010
16-601-020
16-601-030
16-601-040
16-601-050
16-601-060
16-601-070
16-601-080

Purpose
Statutory Authority
Restrictions Adopted Under Other Authority
Interpretation
Severability
Applicability
Administration
Effective Date

16-601-010 PURPOSE
A. The purpose of this chapter is to establish a local program to promote the public health, safety
and general welfare by ensuring the effective reclamation of nonmetallic mining sites on which
nonmetallic mining takes place in Columbia County after the effective date of this chapter, in
compliance with Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative Code and Subchapter I of Chapter
295, Wisconsin Statutes.
16-601-020 STATUTORY AUTHORITY
A. This chapter is adopted under authority of Section 295.13(1), Wisconsin Statutes, Section NR
135.32, Wisconsin Administrative Code, and Section 59.51, Wisconsin Statutes.
16-601-030 RESTRICTIONS ADOPTED UNDER OTHER AUTHORITY
A. The purpose of this chapter is to adopt and implement the uniform statewide standards for
nonmetallic mining reclamation required by Section 295.12(1)(a), Stats. contained in Chapter NR
135, Wisconsin Administrative Code. It is not intended that this chapter repeal, abrogate, annul,
impair or interfere with any existing rules, regulation, ordinances or permits not concerning
nonmetallic mining reclamation previously adopted pursuant to other Wisconsin law.
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16-601-040 INTERPRETATION
A. In their interpretation and application, the provisions of this chapter shall be held to be the
applicable requirements for nonmetallic mining reclamation and shall not be deemed a limitation
or repeal of any other power granted by the Wisconsin Statutes outside the reclamation
requirements for nonmetallic mining sites required by subchapter I of Chapter 295, Wisconsin
Statutes and Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative Code. Where any terms or requirements
of this chapter may be inconsistent or conflicting, the more restrictive requirements or
interpretation shall apply. Where a provision of this chapter is required by Wisconsin Statutes, or
by a standard in Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative Code, and where the provision is
unclear, the provision shall be interpreted to be consistent with the Wisconsin Statutes and the
provisions of Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative Code.
16-601-050 SEVERABILITY
A. Should any portion of this chapter be declared unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent
jurisdiction, the remainder of this chapter shall not be affected.
16-601-060 APPLICABILITY
A. Overall Applicability. The requirements of this chapter apply to all operators of nonmetallic
mining sites within Columbia County except as exempted in sub. (B), and for nonmetallic mining
sites located in a city, village or town within Columbia County that has adopted an ordinance
pursuant to Section 295.14, Wisconsin Statutes, and Section NR 135.32(2), Wisconsin
Administrative Code. This chapter does not apply to nonmetallic mining sites where nonmetallic
mining permanently ceased before August 1, 2001. This chapter applies to nonmetallic mining
conducted by or on behalf of the State of Wisconsin, by or on behalf of a county, or for the
benefit or use of the state or any state agency, board, commission or department, except for the
waiver of financial assurance in Sec.16-610-030 (C).
B. Exemptions. This chapter does not apply to the following activities:
1. Nonmetallic mining at a site or that portion of a site that is subject to permit and reclamation
requirements of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources under secs. 30.19, 30.195 or
30.20, Stats. and complies with Chapter NR 340, Wisconsin Administrative Code.
2. Excavations subject to the permit and reclamation requirements of secs. 30.30 or 30.31,
Stats.
3. Excavations or grading by a person solely for domestic or farm use at that person's residence
or farm.
4. Excavations or grading conducted for the construction, reconstruction, maintenance or repair
of a highway, railroad, airport facility, or any other transportation facility where the
excavation or grading is entirely within the property boundaries of the transportation facility.
5. Grading conducted for preparing a construction site or restoring land following a flood or
natural disaster.
6. Excavations for building construction purposes conducted on the building site.
7. Nonmetallic mining at nonmetallic mining sites where less than one acre of total affected
acreage occurs over the life of the mine other than those sites qualifying for exemption under
(3) above.
8. Any mining operation, the reclamation of which is required in a permit obtained under ch.
293, Stats.
9. Any activities required to prepare, operate or close a solid waste disposal facility under ch.
289, Stats., or a hazardous waste disposal facility under ch. 291, Stats., that are conducted
on the property where the facility is located, but an applicable nonmetallic mining reclamation
ordinance and the standards established in this chapter apply to activities related to solid
waste or hazardous waste disposal that are conducted at a nonmetallic mining site that is not
on the property where the solid waste or hazardous waste disposal facility is located, such as
activities to obtain nonmetallic minerals to be used for lining, capping, covering or
constructing berms, dikes or roads.
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10. Nonmetallic mining conducted to obtain stone, soil, sand or gravel for construction,
reconstruction, maintenance or repair of a highway, railroad, airport, or any other
transportation facility or part thereof, if the nonmetallic mining is subject to the requirements
of the Wisconsin Department of Transportation concerning the restoration of the nonmetallic
mining site.
a. This exemption only applies to a nonmetallic mining operation with limited purpose and
duration where the Wisconsin Department of Transportation actively imposes reclamation
requirements and the operator reclaims the nonmetallic mining site in accordance with
these requirements. The duration of the exemption shall be specific to the length of the
Wisconsin Department of Transportation contract for construction of a specific
transportation project.
b. If a nonmetallic mining site covered under pars. (10) or (10)(a) is used to concurrently
supply materials for projects unrelated to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation
project, the exemption in this paragraph still applies, provided that the site is fully
reclaimed under Wisconsin Department of Transportation contract and supervision.
11. Dredging for navigational purposes, to construct or maintain farm drainage ditches and for
the remediation of environmental contamination and the disposal of spoils from these
activities.
16-601-070 ADMINISTRATION
A. The provisions of this chapter shall be administered by the Columbia County Planning and Zoning
Department.
16-601-080 EFFECTIVE DATE
A. The provisions of this chapter shall take effect on June 1, 2001.
Subchapter 16-605 General Provisions/Standards
SECTIONS:
16-605-010 Standards
16-605-010 STANDARDS
A. GENERAL STANDARDS. All nonmetallic mining sites subject to this chapter shall be reclaimed in
conformance with the standards contained below.
1. REFUSE AND OTHER SOLID WASTES. Nonmetallic mining refuse shall be reused in
accordance with a reclamation plan. Other solid wastes shall be disposed of in accordance
with applicable rules of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources adopted pursuant to
chs. 289 and 291, Stats.
2. AREA DISTURBED AND CONTEMPORANEOUS RECLAMATION. Nonmetallic mining reclamation
shall be conducted, to the extent practicable, to minimize the area disturbed by nonmetallic
mining and to provide for nonmetallic mining reclamation of portions of the nonmetallic
mining site while nonmetallic mining continues on other portions of the nonmetallic mining
site.
3. PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE. All nonmetallic mining sites shall be reclaimed in a
manner so as to comply with federal, state and local regulations governing public health,
safety and welfare.
4. HABITAT RESTORATION. When the land use required by the reclamation plan approved
pursuant to this chapter requires plant, fish or wildlife habitat, it shall be restored, to the
extent practicable, to a condition at least as suitable as that which existed before the lands
were affected by nonmetallic mining operations.
5. COMPLIANCE WITH ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATIONS. Reclamation of nonmetallic mining
sites shall comply with any other applicable federal, state and local laws including those
related to environmental protection, zoning and land use control.
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B. SURFACE WATER AND WETLANDS PROTECTION. Nonmetallic mining reclamation shall be
conducted and completed in a manner that assures compliance with the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources’ water quality standards for surface waters and wetlands contained in Chapters
NR 102 to NR 105, Wisconsin Administrative Code and with the requirements of Sec. 16-5, the
Columbia County Shoreland-Wetland Protection Ordinance. Before disturbing the surface of a
nonmetallic mining site and removing topsoil, all necessary measures for diversion and drainage
of runoff from the site to prevent pollution of waters of the state shall be installed in accordance
with the reclamation plans approved pursuant to this chapter. Diverted or channelized runoff
resulting from reclamation may not adversely affect neighboring properties.
C. GROUNDWATER PROTECTION.
1. GROUNDWATER QUANTITY. A nonmetallic mining site shall be reclaimed in a manner that
does not cause a permanent lowering of the water table that results in adverse effects on
surface waters or a significant reduction in the quantity of groundwater reasonably available
for future users of groundwater.
2. GROUNDWATER QUALITY. Nonmetallic mining reclamation shall be conducted in a manner
which does not cause groundwater quality standards in Chapter NR 140, Wisconsin
Administrative Code to be exceeded at a point of standards application defined in that
chapter.
D. TOPSOIL MANAGEMENT.
1. REMOVAL. Topsoil and topsoil substitute material shall be provided as specified in the
reclamation plan approved pursuant to this chapter in order to achieve reclamation to the
approved post-mining land use. Removal of on-site topsoil and topsoil substitute material
removal, when specified in the reclamation plan, shall be performed prior to any mining
activity associated with any specific phase of the mining operation. No topsoil or topsoil
substitute material shall be removed from any site subject to the requirements of this chapter
unless specifically provided for in the reclamation permit and any conditional use permit that
may be required under Sec. 16-100, the Columbia County Zoning Code.
2. VOLUME. The operator shall obtain the volume of soil required to perform final reclamation
by removal of on-site topsoil or topsoil substitute material or by obtaining topsoil or substitute
material as needed to make up the volume of topsoil as specified in the reclamation plan
approved pursuant to this chapter.
3. STORAGE. Once removed, topsoil or topsoil substitute material shall, as required by the
reclamation plan approved pursuant to this chapter, either be used in contemporaneous
reclamation or stored in an environmentally acceptable manner. The location of stockpiled
topsoil or topsoil substitute material shall be chosen to protect the material from erosion or
further disturbance or contamination. Runoff water shall be diverted around all locations in
which topsoil or topsoil substitute material is stockpiled.
E. FINAL GRADING AND SLOPES.
1. All areas affected by mining shall be addressed in the approved reclamation plan, pursuant to
Sec.16-610-020 to provide that a stable and safe condition consistent with the post-mining
land use is achieved. The reclamation plan may designate highwalls or other unmined and
undisturbed natural solid bedrock as stable and safe and not in need of reclamation or
designate other areas affected by mining including slopes comprised of unconsolidated
materials that exceed a 3:1 horizontal to vertical incline slope, whether or not graded, as
stable and safe. For slopes designated as stable under this subsection, the regulatory
authority may require that either: a site-specific engineering analysis be performed by a
registered professional engineer to demonstrate that an acceptable slope factor is attainable
at a steeper slope, or the operator perform a field test plot demonstration to demonstrate
that a stable and safe condition will be achieved and that the post-mining land use specified
in the reclamation plan will not be adversely affected.
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2. Final reclaimed slopes covered by topsoil or topsoil substitute material may not be steeper
than a 3:1 horizontal to vertical incline, unless found acceptable through one or more of the
following: alternative requirements approved under Sec.16-610-070; steeper slopes are
shown to be stable through a field plot demonstration approved as part of an approved
reclamation plan; or stable slopes can be demonstrated based on site-specific engineering
analysis performed by a registered professional engineer. All areas in the nonmetallic mine
site where topsoil or topsoil substitute material redistribution to provide the optimum
adherence between the topsoil or topsoil substitute material and the underlying material.
3. When the approved post-mining land includes a body of water, the approved final grade at
the edge of a body of water shall extend vertically 6 feet below the lowest seasonal water
level. A slope no steeper than 3:1 horizontal to vertical incline shall be created at a
designated location(s), depending on the size of the water body to allow for a safe exit.
F. TOPSOIL REDISTRIBUTION FOR RECLAMATION. Topsoil or topsoil substitute material shall be
redistributed in accordance with the reclamation plan approved pursuant to this chapter in a
manner which minimizes compaction and prevents erosion. Topsoil or topsoil substitute material
shall be uniformly redistributed except where uniform redistribution is undesirable or impractical.
Topsoil or topsoil substitute material redistribution may not be performed during or immediately
after a precipitation event until the soils have sufficiently dried.
G. REVEGETATION AND SITE STABILIZATION. Except for permanent roads or similar surfaces
identified in the reclamation plan approved pursuant to this chapter, all surfaces affected by
nonmetallic mining shall be reclaimed and stabilized by revegetation or other means.
Revegetation and site stabilization shall be in accordance with the approved reclamation plan and
shall be performed as soon as practicable after mining activity has permanently ceased in any
part of the mine site.
H. ASSESSING COMPLETION OF SUCCESSFUL RECLAMATION.
1. The criteria for assessing when reclamation is complete and, therefore, when the financial
assurance may be released shall be specified in the reclamation plan approved pursuant to
this chapter. Criteria to evaluate reclamation success shall be quantifiable.
2. Compliance with the revegetation success standards in the approved reclamation plan shall be
determined by:
a. On-site inspections by Columbia County or its agent;
b. Reports presenting results obtained during reclamation evaluations including summarized
data on revegetation, photo documentation or other evidence that the criteria approved in
the reclamation plan to ascertain success have been met; or
c. A combination of inspections and reports.
3. In those cases where the post mining land use specified in the reclamation plan requires a
return of the mining site to a pre-mining condition, the operator shall obtain baseline data on
the existing plant community for use in the evaluation of reclamation success pursuant to this
section.
4. Revegetation success may be determined by:
a. Comparison to an appropriate reference area;
b. Comparison to baseline data acquired at the mining site prior to its being affected by
mining; or
c. Comparison to an approved alternate technical standard.
5. Revegetation using a variety of plants indigenous to the area is favored.
I. INTERMITTENT MINING. Intermittent mining may be conducted provided that the possibility of
intermittent cessation of operations is addressed in an operator's reclamation permit, no
environmental pollution or erosion of sediments is occurring, and financial assurance for
reclamation pursuant to Sec.16-610-030 is maintained covering all remaining portions of the site
that have been affected by nonmetallic mining and that have not been reclaimed.
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J. MAINTENANCE. During the period of the site reclamation, after the operator has stated that
reclamation is complete but prior to release of financial assurance, the operator shall perform any
maintenance necessary to prevent erosion, sedimentation or environmental pollution, comply
with the standards of this subchapter, or to meet the goals specified in the reclamation plan
approved pursuant to this chapter.
Subchapter 16-610 Permit Application and Review Procedures
SECTIONS:
16-610-010
16-610-020
16-610-030
16-610-040
16-610-050
16-610-060
16-610-070
16-610-080
16-610-090
16-610-100
16-610-110

Nonmetallic Mining Reclamation Permit Application
Reclamation Plan
Financial Assurance
Public Notice and Right of Hearing
Issuance of a Nonmetallic Mining Reclamation Permit
Permit Denial
Alternative Requirements
Permit Duration
Permit Transfer
Previously Permitted Sites
Review

16-610-010 NONMETALLIC MINING RECLAMATION PERMIT APPLICATION
A. No person may engage in nonmetallic mining or in nonmetallic mining reclamation without
obtaining a nonmetallic mining reclamation permit issued pursuant to the applicable reclamation
ordinance and this chapter unless the activity is specifically exempted in Sec.16-601-060 (B).
B. Required Submittal. All operators of nonmetallic mining sites shall apply for a reclamation permit
from Columbia County. All applications for reclamation permits under this section shall be
accompanied by the following information:
1. A brief description of the general location and nature of the nonmetallic mine.
2. A legal description of the property on which the nonmetallic mine is located or proposed,
including all parcel identification numbers.
3. The names, addresses and telephone numbers of all persons or organizations who are owners
or lessors of the property on which the nonmetallic mining site is located.
4. The name, address and telephone number of the person or organization who is the operator.
5. A certification by the operator of his or her intent to comply with the statewide nonmetallic
mining reclamation standards established by Sec.16-601-010.
C. Reclamation Permit Application. The operator of any nonmetallic mine site shall submit an
application that meets the requirements specified below to the Planning and Zoning Department
prior to beginning operations.
1. The information required by par. (A).
2. The plan review and annual fees required by Sec.16-615-040 and 16-615-050.
3. A reclamation plan conforming to Sec.16-610-020.
4. A certification that the operator will provide, as a condition of the reclamation permit, provide
financial assurance as required by Sec.16-610-030 upon granting of the reclamation permit
and before mining begins.
5. To avoid duplication, the permit application and submittals required under this subsection
may, by reference, incorporate existing plans or materials that meet the requirements of this
chapter.
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16-610-020 RECLAMATION PLAN
A. Reclamation Plan Required.
1. All operators who conduct, or plan to conduct nonmetallic mining shall submit to Columbia
County a reclamation plan that meets the requirements of this section and complies with the
standards of Sec. 16-601-010.
2. SITE INFORMATION. The reclamation plan shall include information sufficient to describe the
existing natural and physical conditions of the site, including, but not limited to:
a. Maps of the nonmetallic mining site including the general location, property boundaries,
the aerial extent, geologic composition and depth of the nonmetallic mineral deposit, the
distribution, thickness and type of topsoil, the location of surface waters and the existing
drainage patterns, the approximate elevation of ground water, determined by existing
hydrogeologic information. In specific instances where the existing hydrogeologic
information is insufficient for purposes of the reclamation plan, the applicant may
supplement the information with the opinion of a licensed professional geologist or
hydrologist.
b. Topsoil or topsoil substitute material, if required to support revegetation needed for
reclaiming the site to approved post-mining land use, can be identified using county soil
surveys or other available information including that obtained from a soil scientist or the
University of Wisconsin soil science extension agent or other available information
resources.
c. Information available to the mine operator on biological resources, plant communities and
wildlife use at and adjacent to the proposed or operating mine site.
d. Existing topography as shown on contour maps of the site at a contour interval of not less
than 10 feet.
e. Location of manmade features on or near the site.
f. For proposed nonmetallic mining sites that include previously mined areas, a plan view
drawing showing the location and extent of land previously affected by nonmetallic
mining, including the location of stockpiles, wash ponds and sediment basins.
3. POST-MINING LAND USE. The reclamation plan shall specify a proposed post-mining land use
for the nonmetallic mine site. The proposed post-mining land use shall be consistent with
local land use plans and local zoning at the time the plan is submitted, unless a change to the
land use plan or zoning is proposed. If the proposed post-mining land use requires a change
to the land use plan or zoning of the property, approval of any permit under this ordinance
shall not create any entitlement to approval of a change to the land use plan or zoning. If a
change to a land use plan or the zoning of the property is denied, an amended reclamation
plan specifying a proposed post-mining land use permitted under the current land use plan or
zoning shall be submitted within 30 days of notification of said denial. The proposed postmining land use shall also be consistent with all applicable local, state or federal laws in effect
at the time the plan is submitted. Land used for nonmetallic mineral extraction in areas
zoned under an exclusive agricultural use ordinance pursuant to s. 91.75, Stats., shall be
restored to agricultural use.
4. RECLAMATION MEASURES. The reclamation plan shall include a description of the proposed
reclamation, including methods and procedures to be used and a proposed schedule and
sequence for the completion of reclamation activities for various stages of reclamation of the
nonmetallic mining site. The following shall be included:
a. A description of the proposed earthwork and reclamation, including final slope angles, high
wall reduction, benching, terracing and other structural slope stabilization measures and if
necessary a site-specific engineering analysis performed by a registered professional
engineer.
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b. The methods of topsoil or topsoil substitute material removal, storage, stabilization and
conservation that will be used during reclamation.
c. A plan or map which shows anticipated topography of the reclaimed site and any water
impoundments or artificial lakes needed to support the anticipated future land use of the
site.
d. A plan or map which shows surface structures, roads and related facilities after the
cessation of mining.
e. The estimated cost of reclamation for each stage of the project or the entire site if
reclamation staging is not planned.
f. A revegetation plan which shall include timing and methods of seed bed preparation, rates
and kinds of soil amendments, seed application timing, methods and rates, mulching,
netting and any other techniques needed to accomplish soil and slope stabilization.
g. Quantifiable standards for revegetation adequate to show that a sustainable stand of
vegetation has been established which will support the approved post-mining land use.
Standards for revegetation may be based on the percent vegetative cover, productivity,
plant density, diversity or other applicable measures.
h. A plan and, if necessary, a narrative showing erosion control measures to be employed
during reclamation activities. These shall address how reclamation activities will be
conducted to minimize erosion and pollution of surface and groundwater.
i. A description of any areas which will be reclaimed on an interim basis sufficient to qualify
for the waiver of fees pursuant to Sec.16-615-020 (B) and Sec. 16-615-070 (D) and
which will be subsequently disturbed prior to final reclamation. Descriptions shall include
an identification of the proposed areas involved, methods of reclamation to comply with
the standards in Sec.16-601-010, and timing of interim and final reclamation.
j. A description of how the reclamation plan addresses the long-term safety of the reclaimed
mining site. The description shall include a discussion of site-specific safety measures to
be implemented at the site and include measures that address public safety with regard to
adjacent land uses.
5. CERTIFICATION OF RECLAMATION PLAN.
a. The operator shall provide a signed certification that reclamation will be carried out in
accordance with the reclamation plan. If the operator does not own the land, the
landowner or lessor, if different from the operator, shall also provide signed certification
that they concur with the reclamation plan and will allow its implementation.
b. Existing Plans and Approvals. To avoid duplication of effort, the reclamation plan required
by this section may, by reference, incorporate existing plans or materials that meet the
requirements of this chapter.
c. Approval of Reclamation Plan. Columbia County shall approve, conditionally approve or
deny the reclamation plan submitted under this section in writing in accordance with
Sec.16-610-050 for mines that apply for a reclamation permit in conformance with
Sec.16-610-010 (C). Conditional approvals of reclamation plans shall be made according
to Sec.16-610-050 (E) and denials of reclamation plans shall be made pursuant to Sec.
16-610-060. The operator shall keep a copy of the reclamation plan approved under this
subsection at the mine site or, if not practicable, at the operator’s nearest place of
business.
16-610-030 FINANCIAL ASSURANCE
A. Financial Assurance Requirements. All operators of nonmetallic mining sites in Columbia County
shall prepare and submit a proof of financial assurance that meets the following requirements:
1. Notification. The regulatory authority shall provide written notification to the operator of the
amount of financial assurance required under par. (3).
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2. Filing. Following approval of the nonmetallic mining reclamation permit, and as a condition of

3.

4.

5.

6.

the permit, the operator shall file a financial assurance with Columbia County. The financial
assurance shall provide that the operator shall faithfully perform all requirements in this
chapter, an applicable reclamation ordinance and the reclamation plan. Financial assurance
shall be payable exclusively to Columbia County. In cases where one or more other
regulatory authorities regulate a nonmetallic mining site, all financial assurance shall be made
payable to Columbia County only if it currently has primary regulatory responsibility.
Amount and Duration of Financial Assurance. The amount of financial assurance shall equal
as closely as possible the cost to Columbia County of hiring a contractor to complete either
final reclamation or progressive reclamation according to the approved reclamation plan. The
amount of financial assurance shall be reviewed periodically by Columbia County to assure it
equals outstanding reclamation costs. Any financial assurance filed with Columbia County
shall be in an amount equal to the estimated cost for reclaiming all sites the operator has
under project permits. Columbia County may accept a lesser initial amount of financial
assurance provided that the permittee initiates a process to continuously increase the amount
of financial assurance until it is adequate to effect reclamation. An escrow account may be
established that is based on production gross sales and serves to provide regular payments to
an account that is designed to grow to the amount necessary to guarantee performance of
reclamation by the expected time of final reclamation. The period of the financial assurance
is dictated by the period of time required to establish the post mining land use declared and
approved of in the reclamation plan. This may extend beyond the permit if required to
accomplish successful and complete implementation of the reclamation plan.
Form and Management. Financial assurance shall be provided by the operator and shall be by
a bond or an alternate financial assurance. Financial assurance shall be payable to Columbia
County and released upon successful completion of the reclamation measures specified in the
reclamation plan. Alternate financial assurances may include, but are not limited to cash,
certificates of deposits, irrevocable letters of credit, irrevocable trusts, established escrow
accounts, demonstration of financial responsibility by meeting net worth requirements, or
government securities. Any interest from the financial assurance shall be paid to the
operator. Certificates of deposit shall be automatically renewable or other assurances shall be
provided before the maturity date. Financial assurance arrangements may include, at the
discretion of Columbia County, a blend of different options for financial assurance including a
lien on the property on which the nonmetallic mining site occurs or a combination of financial
assurance methods.
Multiple Projects. Any operator who obtains a permit from Columbia County for 2 or more
nonmetallic mining sites may elect, at the time the second or subsequent site is approved, to
post a single financial assurance in lieu of separate financial assurance instruments for each
nonmetallic mining site. When an operator elects to post a single financial assurance in lieu
of separate financial assurances for each mining site, no financial assurances previously
posted on individual mining sites shall be released until the new financial assurance has been
accepted by Columbia County.
Multiple Jurisdictions. In cases where more than one regulatory authority has jurisdiction, a
cooperative financial security arrangement may be developed and implemented by the
regulatory authorities to avoid requiring the permittee to prove financial assurance with more
than one regulatory authority for the same nonmetallic mining site. Financial assurance is
required for each site and two or more sites of less than one acre by the same operator,
except that governmental units are not required to obtain financial assurance.
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7. Certification of Completion and Release.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

a. The operator shall notify the regulatory authority, by filing a notice of completion, at the
time that he or she determines that reclamation of any portion of the mining site or the
entire site is complete. Columbia County shall inspect the mine site or portion thereof
that was the subject of the notice of completion to determine if reclamation has been
carried out in accordance with the approved reclamation plan. Columbia County may
partially release the financial assurance if it determines that compliance with a portion of
the reclamation plan has been achieved and requires no waiting period. After determining
that reclamation is complete Columbia County shall issue a certificate of completion and
shall release the financial assurance or appropriately reduce the financial assurance in the
case of reclamation of a portion of the mining site.
b. Columbia County shall make a determination of whether or not the certification in par. (a)
can be made within 60 days that the request is received.
c. Columbia County may make a determination under this subsection that:
1. Reclamation is not yet complete;
2. It is not possible to assess whether reclamation is complete due to weather conditions,
snow cover or other relevant factors;
3. Reclamation is complete in a part of the mine; or
4. Reclamation is fully complete.
Forfeiture. Financial assurance shall be forfeited if any of the following occur:
a. A permit is revoked under Sec.16-615-020 and the appeals process has been completed.
b. An operator ceases mining operations and fails to reclaim the site in accordance with the
reclamation plan.
Cancellation. Financial assurance shall provide that it may not be cancelled by the surety or
other holder or issuer except after not less than a 90 day notice to Columbia County in writing
by registered or certified mail. Not less than 30 days prior to the expiration of the 90-day
notice of cancellation, the operator shall deliver to Columbia County a replacement proof of
financial assurance. In the absence of this replacement financial assurance, all mining shall
cease until the time it is delivered and in effect.
Changing Methods of Financial Assurance. The operator of a nonmetallic mining site may
change from one method of financial assurance to another. This may not be done more than
once a year unless required by an adjustment imposed pursuant to par. (12). The operator
shall give Columbia County at least a 60 day notice prior to changing methods of financial
assurance and may not actually change methods without the written approval of Columbia
County.
Bankruptcy Notification. The operator of a nonmetallic mining site shall notify the regulatory
authority by certified mail of the commencement of voluntary or involuntary proceeding under
bankruptcy code, 11 USC, et seq., naming the operator as debtor, within 10 days of
commencement of the proceeding.
Adjustment of Financial Assurance. Financial assurance may be adjusted when required by
Columbia County. Columbia County may notify the operator in writing that adjustment is
necessary and the reasons for it. Columbia County may adjust financial assurance based
upon prevailing or projected interest or inflation rates, or the latest cost estimates for
reclamation.
Net Worth Test.
a. Only an operator that meets the definition of “company” in s. 289.41 (1) (b), Stats., may
use the net worth method of providing financial assurance.
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b. The operator shall submit information to the regulatory authority in satisfaction of the net
worth test requirements of s. 289.41 (4), Stats. The criteria in secs. 289.41 (6) (b), (d),
(e), (f), (g), (h) and (i), Stats., shall apply.
c. An operator using the net worth test to provide financial assurance for more than one
mine shall use the total cost of compliance for all mines in determining the net worth to
reclamation cost ratio in accordance with s. 289.41 (6), Stats.
d. Determinations under the net worth test shall be done in accordance with s. 289.41 (5),
Stats.
e. In addition, the operator shall submit a legally binding commitment to faithfully perform
all compliance and reclamation work at the mine site that is required under this chapter.
B. The operator of any nonmetallic mining site that applies for a reclamation permit in conformance
with Sec.16-610-010 (C) shall submit the proof of financial assurance required by Sec.16-610030 (A) as specified in the reclamation permit issued to it under this chapter.
C. Public Nonmetallic Mining. The financial assurance requirements of this section do not apply to
nonmetallic mining conducted by the State of Wisconsin, a state agency, board, commission or
department, or a municipality.
16-610-040 PUBLIC NOTICE AND RIGHT OF HEARING
A. Reclamation Plan Hearing. The County shall provide public notice and the opportunity for a public
informational hearing as set forth below:
1. Public Notice. When the County receives an application to issue a reclamation permit, it shall
publish a public notice of the application no later than 30 days after receipt of a complete
application that satisfies Sec.16-610-010 (C).
a. The notice shall briefly describe the mining and reclamation planned at the nonmetallic
mining site. The notice shall be published as a class 1 notice pursuant to s. 985.07(1),
Stats., in the official newspaper of Columbia County. The notice shall mention the
opportunity for public hearing pursuant to this section and shall give the locations at which
the public may review the application and all supporting materials including the
reclamation plan.
b. Copies of the notice shall be forwarded by the County to the county or applicable
municipal-zoning board, the county and applicable local planning organization, the county
land conservation officer, and owners of land within 300 feet of the boundaries of the tax
parcel or parcels of land on which the site is located.
2. Hearing. The County shall provide for an opportunity for a public informational hearing on an
application or request to issue a nonmetallic mining reclamation permit as follows:
a. If it conducts a zoning-related hearing on the nonmetallic mine site, the County shall
provide the opportunity at this hearing to present testimony on reclamation-related
matters. This opportunity shall fulfill the requirement for public hearing for a nonmetallic
mining reclamation permit required by this section. The County shall consider the
reclamation-related testimony in the zoning-related hearing in deciding on a permit
application pursuant to this chapter.
b. If there is no opportunity for a zoning-related hearing on the nonmetallic mine site as
described in par. (a), opportunity for public hearing required by this section shall be
provided as follows. Any person residing within, owning property within, or whose
principal place of business is within 300 feet of the boundary of the parcel or parcels of
land in which the nonmetallic mining site is located or proposed may request a public
informational hearing. The County shall hold a public hearing if requested by any of these
persons within 30 days of the actual date of public notice under sub. 1. This public
informational hearing shall be held no sooner than 30 days nor later than 60 days after
being requested. The hearing shall be conducted as an informational hearing for the
purpose of explaining and receiving comment from affected persons on the nature,
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feasibility and effects of the proposed reclamation. Except as otherwise provided for by
this section, hearings shall be held as provided for in Sec.16-150-030 of the Columbia
County Zoning Code. The subject matter and testimony at this informational hearing shall
be limited to reclamation of the nonmetallic mine site.
B. Local Transportation-Related Mines. No public notice or informational hearing is required for a
nonmetallic mining reclamation permit issued to a local transportation-related mine pursuant to
Sec.16-610-050 (C).
16-610-050 ISSUANCE OF A NONMETALLIC MINING RECLAMATION PERMIT
A. Permit Required. No person may engage in nonmetallic mining or nonmetallic mining reclamation
in the County without first obtaining a reclamation permit issued under this section, except for
nonmetallic mining sites that are exempt from this chapter under Sec. 16-601-060 (B).
B. Permit Issuance. Applications for reclamation permits for nonmetallic mining that satisfy Sec.16610-010 (C) shall be issued a reclamation permit or otherwise acted on as provided below.
1. Unless denied pursuant to Sec.16-610-060, the County shall approve in writing a request that
satisfies the requirements of Sec.16-610-010 (C) to issue a nonmetallic mining reclamation
permit for the proposed nonmetallic mine.
2. The County may not issue an approval without prior or concurrent approval of the reclamation
plan that meets the requirements of Sec. 16-610-020. The regulatory authority may issue a
reclamation permit subject to conditions in Sec.16-610-050 (G) if appropriate. The permit
decision shall be made no sooner than 30 days nor later than 90 days following receipt of the
complete reclamation permit application that meets the requirements in Sec. 16-610-010 and
a reclamation plan that meets the requirements in Sec. 16-610-020 unless a public hearing is
held pursuant to Sec.16-610-040. If a public hearing is held, the regulatory authority shall
issue the reclamation permit, subject to conditions pursuant to Sec.16-610-050 (E) if
appropriate, or shall deny the permit as provided in Sec.16-610-060, no later than 60 days
after completing the public hearing.
3. Permits issued pursuant to this subsection shall require compliance with a reclamation plan
that has been approved and satisfies the requirements of Sec.16-610-020 and provision by
the applicant of financial assurance required under Sec.16-610-030 and payable to the
County prior to beginning mining.
C. Automatic Permit for Local Transportation-Related Mines.
1. The County shall automatically issue an expedited permit under this subsection to any borrow
site that:
a. Will be opened and reclaimed under contract with a municipality within a period not
exceeding 36 months;
b. Is a nonmetallic mine which is intended to provide stone, soil, sand or gravel for the
construction, reconstruction, maintenance or repair of a highway, railroad, airport facility
or other transportation facility under contract with the municipality;
c. Is regulated and will be reclaimed under contract with the municipality in accordance with
the requirements of the Wisconsin Department of Transportation concerning the
restoration of nonmetallic mining sites;
d. Is not a commercial source;
e. Will be constructed, operated and reclaimed in accordance with applicable zoning
requirements, if any and;
f. Is not otherwise exempt from the requirements of this chapter under Sec.16-601-060 (B).
2. In this subsection, “municipality” has the meaning defined in s. 299.01(8), Stats.
3. Automatic permits shall be issued under this subsection in accordance with the following
provisions:
a. The applicant shall notify the County of the terms and conditions of the contract with
respect to reclamation of the proposed borrow site.
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b. The applicant shall provide evidence to the County to show that the borrow site and its
reclamation will comply with applicable zoning requirements, if any.
c. The County shall accept the contractual provisions incorporating requirements of the
Wisconsin Department of Transportation in lieu of a reclamation plan under Sec.16-610020. The County shall accept the contractual provisions in lieu of the financial assurance
requirements in Sec.16-610-030.
d. The public notice and hearing provisions of Sec.16-610-040 do not apply to nonmetallic
mining sites that are issued automatic permits under this subsection.
e. Mines permitted under this subsection shall pay an annual fee to the County as provided
in Sec.16-615-050, but shall not be subject to the plan review fee provided in Sec.16615-040. The total annual fee, including the share of the Department of Natural
Resources, shall not exceed the amount in Table 2 of Sec.16-615-050.
f. Columbia County shall issue the automatic permit within 7 days of the receipt of a
complete application.
g. If the borrow site is used to concurrently supply materials for other than the local
transportation project, the automatic permitting in this subsection still applies provided
the site will be reclaimed under a contractual obligation with the municipality in
accordance with the Wisconsin Department of Transportation requirements.
h. Notwithstanding Sec. 16-615-030, the operator of a borrow site under this subsection is
required to submit only the information in an annual report necessary to identify the
borrow site and to determine the applicable annual fee.
D. Expedited Review. Any operator of a nonmetallic mining site may request expedited review of a
reclamation permit application under par. (1) or par. (2) as follows:
1. The operator may submit a request for expedited permit review with payment of the
expedited review fee specified in Sec.16-615-040 (B). This request shall state the need for
such expedited review and the date by which such expedited review is requested.
2. The operator may submit a request for expedited review under this subsection if the applicant
requires a reclamation permit to perform services under contract with a municipality. This
request for expedited review shall state the need for expedited review and shall include a
copy of the applicable sections of the contract and the date by which the expedited review is
requested.
3. Following receipt of a request under this subsection, Columbia County shall inform the
applicant of the estimated date for decision on issuance of the permit. If the applicant then
elects not to proceed with the expedited review, the fee paid under par. (1) shall be returned.
4. Expedited review under this subsection shall not waive, shorten or otherwise affect the public
notice and right of hearing pursuant to Sec. 16-610-040. This subsection does not impose an
obligation upon the regulatory authority to act upon a permit application under this
subsection by a specific date.
E. Permit Conditions. Any decision under this section may include conditions as provided below:
1. The County may issue a reclamation permit or approve a reclamation plan subject to general
or site-specific conditions if needed to assure compliance with the nonmetallic mining
reclamation requirements of this chapter. The approvals may not include conditions that are
not related to reclamation.
2. One required condition of the issued permit shall be that the new mine obtain financial
assurance pursuant to Sec.16-610-030 prior to beginning mining.
16-610-060 PERMIT DENIAL
A. An application for a nonmetallic mining reclamation permit shall be denied as set forth below:
1. An application to issue a nonmetallic mining reclamation permit shall be denied, within the
time frame for permit issuance specified in Sec.16-610-050, if the County finds any of the
following:
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a. The applicant has, after being given an opportunity to make corrections, failed to provide
to the County an adequate permit application, reclamation plan, financial assurance or any
other submittal required by Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative Code or this
chapter.
b. The proposed nonmetallic mining site cannot be reclaimed in compliance with the
reclamation standards contained in this chapter, Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin
Administrative Code or sub ch. I. of ch. 295, Stats.
c. The applicant, or its agent, principal or predecessor has, during the course of nonmetallic
mining in Wisconsin within 10 years of the permit application or modification request being
considered shown a pattern of serious violations of this chapter or of federal, state or local
environmental or zoning laws related to nonmetallic mining reclamation. The following
may be considered in making this determination of a pattern of serious violations:
1. Results of judicial or administrative proceedings involving the operator or its agent,
principal or predecessor.
2. Suspensions or revocations of nonmetallic mining reclamation permits pursuant to this
chapter, other reclamation ordinances or Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative
Code.
3. Forfeitures of financial assurance.
d. A denial under this subsection shall be in writing and shall contain documentation of
reasons for denial.
2. A decision to deny an application to issue a reclamation permit may be reviewed under
Sec.16-610-110.
16-610-070 ALTERNATIVE REQUIREMENTS
A. Scope of Alternative Requirements Approvable. An operator of a nonmetallic mining site may
request an alternative requirement to the reclamation standard established in Sec.16-601-010.
The County may approve an alternative requirement to the reclamation standards established in
this chapter if the operator demonstrates and the County finds that all of the following criteria are
met:
1. The nonmetallic mining site, the surrounding property or the mining plan or reclamation plan
has a unique characteristic which requires an alternative requirement.
2. Unnecessary hardship which is peculiar to the nonmetallic mining site or plan will result unless
the alternative requirement is approved.
3. Reclamation in accordance with the proposed alternative requirement will achieve the planned
post-mining land use and long term site stability in a manner that will not cause
environmental pollution or threaten public health, safety or welfare.
B. Procedures.
1. The operator of a nonmetallic mining site requesting an alternate requirement in par. (A)
shall demonstrate all the criteria in the paragraph.
2. Requests filed under this section shall be reviewed by the Board of Adjustment under the
rules and procedures specified in Sec. 16-150-040 of the Columbia County Zoning Code.
3. A request for an alternative requirement may be incorporated as part of an application to
issue or modify a nonmetallic mining reclamation permit.
C. Transmittal of Decision on Request for Alternative Requirement. The decision on a request for
alternate reclamation requirements shall be in writing to the applicant and shall include
documentation of why the alternate requirement was or was not approved.
D. Notice to Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. Columbia County shall provide notice to
the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources as set forth in this subsection. Written notice
shall be given to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources at least 10 days prior to any
public hearing held under par. (B) on a request for an alternate requirement under this section.
A copy of any written decision on alternative requirements shall be submitted to the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources within 10 days of issuance.
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16-610-080 PERMIT DURATION
A. A nonmetallic mining reclamation permit issued under this chapter shall last through operation
and reclamation of the nonmetallic mining site, unless suspended or revoked pursuant to Sec.16620-020 (B).
B. If the mine operator is not the landowner, the reclamation permit duration shall not exceed the
duration of the mine lease unless the lease is renewed or the permit is transferred to a
subsequent lessee pursuant to Sec.16-610-090.
16-610-090 PERMIT TRANSFER
A. A nonmetallic mining reclamation permit issued under this chapter shall be transferred to a new
owner or operator upon satisfaction of the following conditions:
1. A nonmetallic mining reclamation permit may be transferred to a new operator upon
submittal to Columbia County of proof of financial assurance and a certification in writing by
the new permit holder that all conditions of the permit will be complied with.
2. The transfer is not valid until financial assurance has been submitted by the new operator and
accepted by the County and the County makes a written finding that all conditions of the
permit will be complied with. The previous operator shall maintain financial assurance until
the new operator has received approval, provided the financial assurance under this section
and the County has issued a written acceptance of the financial assurance.
16-610-100 PREVIOUSLY PERMITTED SITES
A. For any nonmetallic mining site which had a reclamation permit previously issued by another
regulatory authority pursuant to Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative Code that becomes
subject to reclamation permitting authority of the County the terms and conditions of the
previously-issued municipal reclamation permit shall remain in force until modified by the County
pursuant to Sec.16-615-010 (A).
16-610-110 REVIEW
A. Any permitting decision or action made by the County under this chapter may be reviewed as set
forth in this section. Notwithstanding ss. 68.001, 68.03 (8) and (9), 68.06 and 68.10 (1) (b),
Stats., any person who meets the requirements of s. 227.42 (1), Stats., may obtain a contested
case hearing under s. 68.11, Stats., on the County 's decision to issue, deny or modify a
nonmetallic mining reclamation permit.
Subchapter 16-615 Administration
SECTIONS:
16-615-010
16-615-020
16-615-030
16-615-040
16-615-050
16-615-060
16-615-070
16-615-080

Permit Modification
Permit Suspension and Revocation
Annual Operator Reporting
Plan Review Fees
Annual Fees
Regulatory Reporting and Documentation
Completed Reclamation- Reporting, Certification and Effect
Permit Termination

16-615-010 PERMIT MODIFICATION
A. By Columbia County. A nonmetallic mining reclamation permit issued under this chapter may be
modified by the County if it finds that, due to changing conditions, the nonmetallic mining site is
no longer in compliance with Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative Code or this chapter.
Such modification shall be by an order modifying the permit in accordance with Sec.16-620-020.
This modifying order may require the operator to amend or submit new application information,
reclamation plan, proof of financial assurance or other information needed to ensure compliance
with Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative Code or this chapter.
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B. At the Operator’s Option. The operator of any nonmetallic mine that holds a reclamation permit
issued under this chapter desires to modify such permit or reclamation plan approved under this
chapter, it may request such modification by submitting a written application for such
modification to the County. The application for permit or plan modification shall be acted on
using the standards and procedures of this chapter.
C. Required by the Operator. The operator of any nonmetallic mine that holds a reclamation permit
issued under this chapter shall request a modification of such permit if changes occur to the area
to be mined, the nature of the planned reclamation, or other aspects of mining required by the
reclamation plan approved pursuant to this chapter. Such application for permit modification
shall be acted on using the standards and procedures of this chapter.
D. Review. All actions by the County on permit modifications requested or initiated under this
section are subject to review under Sec. 16-610-010.
16-615-020 PERMIT SUSPENSION AND REVOCATION
A. Grounds. The County may suspend or revoke a nonmetallic mining reclamation permit issued
pursuant to this chapter if it finds the operator has done any of the following:
1. Failed to submit a satisfactory reclamation plan within the time frames specified in this
chapter.
2. Failed to submit an amended reclamation plan specifying a post-mining land use permitted
under a current land use plan or zoning in accordance with Sec.16-610-020 (A)(3), if a
proposed change to the land use plan or zoning is denied.
3. Failed to submit or maintain financial assurance as required by this chapter.
4. Failed on a repetitive and significant basis to follow the approved reclamation plan.
B. Procedures. If the County finds grounds for suspending or revoking a nonmetallic mining
reclamation permit set forth in par. (A), it may issue a special order suspending or revoking such
permit as set forth in Sec.16-620-020 (B).
C. Consequences.
1. If the County makes any of the findings in par. (A), it may suspend a nonmetallic mining
reclamation permit for up to 30 days. During the time of suspension, the operator may not
conduct nonmetallic mining at the site, except for reclamation or measures to protect human
health and the environment as ordered by the regulatory authority pursuant to Sec.16-620020.
2. If the County makes any of the findings in par. (A), it may revoke a nonmetallic mining
reclamation permit. Upon permit revocation, the operator shall forfeit the financial assurance
it has provided pursuant to this chapter to the County. The County may use forfeited
financial assurance to reclaim the site to the extent needed to comply with this chapter and
the applicable reclamation ordinance.
16-615-030 ANNUAL OPERATOR REPORTING
A. Contents and Deadline. Annual reports that satisfy the requirements of this section shall be
submitted by the operators of nonmetallic mining sites.
1. Contents. The annual report required by this section shall include all of the following:
a. The name and mailing address of the operator.
b. The location of the nonmetallic mining site, including legal description, tax key number or
parcel identification number if available.
c. The identification number of the applicable nonmetallic mining permit, if assigned by the
County.
d. The acreage currently affected by nonmetallic mining extraction and not yet reclaimed.
e. The amount of acreage that has been reclaimed to date, on a permanent basis and the
amount reclaimed on an interim basis.
f. A plan, map or diagram accurately showing the acreage described in pars. (d) and (e).
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g. The following certification, signed by the operator: "I certify that this information is true
and accurate, and that the nonmetallic mining site described herein complies with all
conditions of the applicable nonmetallic mining reclamation permit and Chapter NR 135,
Wisconsin Administrative Code."
2. Deadline. The annual report shall cover activities on reclaimed acreage for the pervious
calendar year and be submitted by January 31.
3. When Reporting May End. Annual reports shall be submitted by an operator for all active and
intermittent mining sites to the County for each calendar year until nonmetallic mining
reclamation at the site is certified as complete pursuant to Sec. 16-615-070 (C) or at the time
of release of financial assurance pursuant to Sec.16-610-030 (A)(7).
B. Inspection in Lieu of Report. The County may, at its discretion, obtain the information required in
Sec.16-615-030 (A) for a calendar year by written documentation of an inspection it completes
during a calendar year, as set forth in this subsection. If the County obtains and documents the
required information, the annual report need not be submitted by the operator. If the County
determines that the operator need not submit an annual report pursuant to this subsection, it
shall advise the operator in writing at least 30 days before the end of the applicable calendar
year. In that case, the County shall require the operator to submit the certification required in
Sec.16-615-030 (A)(1)(g).
C. Retention of Annual Reports. Annual reports submitted under par. (A) or inspection records that
replace them under par. (B) shall be retained by the County at the County Administration
Building for at least 10 years after the calendar year to which they apply. These records, or
complete and accurate copies of them, shall be made available to the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources upon written request or during its inspection or audit activities carried out
pursuant to Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative Code.
16-615-040 PLAN REVIEW FEES
A. Amount and Applicability. A person who intends to operate a nonmetallic mining site for which a
permit application has been submitted under Sec.16-610-010 (C) shall submit a non-refundable
plan review fee as provided for in the fee schedule in Title 9 of the Columbia County Code of
Ordinances. No plan review fee may be assessed under this section for local transportationrelated mining receiving an automatic permit under Sec. 16-610-050 (C). A separate plan review
fee shall be paid under this section for any modification to an existing reclamation plan submitted
pursuant to Sec.16-615-010.
B. Expedited Plan Review Fee. A person who intends to operate a nonmetallic mining site for which
a permit application has been submitted under Sec.16-610-010 (C) may obtain expedited
reclamation plan review by paying a fee as provided for in Sec. 9-1-12, the Columbia County Fee
Schedule. Such fee shall be in addition to that required in Sec.16-615-040 (A).
C. Relation to Annual Fee. Any reclamation plan review fee or expedited reclamation plan review
fee collected under this section shall be added to and collected as part of the first annual fee
collected under Sec.16-615-050.
16-615-050 ANNUAL FEES
A. Areas Subject to Fees, Procedures, Deadline and Amount.
1. Operators of all nonmetallic mining sites subject to reclamation permits issued under this
chapter shall pay annual fees to the County.
2. Fees paid under this section shall be calculated based on the unreclaimed acres of a
nonmetallic mining site, as defined below:
a. "Unreclaimed acre" or "unreclaimed acres" means those unreclaimed areas in which
nonmetallic mining has occurred after August 1st, 2001 and areas where nonmetallic
mining reclamation has been completed but is not yet certified as reclaimed under Sec.16610-030 (A)(7). However the term does not include any areas described in par. (b).
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b. "Unreclaimed acre" or "unreclaimed acres" does not include:
1. Those areas where reclamation has been completed and certified as reclaimed under
Sec.16-610-030 (A)(7).
2. Those areas previously affected by nonmetallic mining but which are not used for
nonmetallic mining after August 1st, 2001.
3. Those portions of nonmetallic mining sites which are included in an approved
nonmetallic mining reclamation plan but are not yet affected by nonmetallic mining.
4. Areas previously mined but used after August 1st, 2001 for a non-mining activity, such
as stockpiling of materials used for an industrial activity such as an asphalt plant,
concrete batch plant, block and tile operation or other industry that uses products
produced from nonmetallic mining and which is located within the boundaries of the
nonmetallic mining site.
5. Those areas within a nonmetallic mining site which have been determined to have
been successfully reclaimed on an interim basis in accordance with Sec. 16-615-070
(B) and (C).
6. Those areas defined as not included in a nonmetallic mining site under Sec. 16-625010 (A)(26).
3. Fees assessed pursuant to this section shall be based on unreclaimed acres at the end of
the year. Such fees apply to a calendar year or any part of a year in which nonmetallic
mining takes place, until final reclamation is certified as complete under Sec.16-615-070.
Fees shall be paid no later than January 31 for the previous year.
4. Fees shall be assessed on active acres only and shall not be assessed on acreage where
nonmetallic mining is proposed and approved but where no nonmetallic mining has yet
taken place.
5. If reclamation has already occurred on portions of a nonmetallic mining site, the fees for
such portions may be submitted with a request that they be held by the County pending
certification of completed reclamation pursuant to Sec.16-610-030 (A)(7). Upon such
certification the County shall refund that portion of the annual fee that applies to the
reclaimed areas. If the County fails to make a determination under Sec.16-610-030 (A)(7)
within 60 days of the request, it shall refund that portion of the annual fee that applies to
the reclaimed areas.
6. The amount collected shall equal the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resource’s share as
described in par. (B), the share of Columbia County described in par. (C) and, if applicable,
the reclamation plan review fee described in Sec.16-615-040.
B. Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Share of Fee.
1. Fees paid under this section shall, except where provided in sub. (2), include a share for the
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources equal to the amount specified in Table 1.
TABLE 1
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
Share of Fees Collected by Columbia County
Mine Size in Unreclaimed
Acres, Rounded to the
Nearest Whole Acre
1 to 5 acres
(does not include mines <1 acre)
6 to 10 acres
11 to 15 acres
16 to 25 acres
26 to 50 acres
51 acres or larger
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Annual
Fee
$35.00
$70.00
$105.00
$140.00
$160.00
$175.00

2. For nonmetallic mining sites at which no nonmetallic mining has taken place during a
calendar year, the share for the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources shall be $15.

3. The County shall forward fees collected under this subsection to the Wisconsin Department
of Natural Resources by March 31st.
C. Columbia County’s Share of Fee. Fees paid under this section shall also include an annual fee
due to the County which shall be as specified in the fee schedule in Sec. 9-1-12, the Columbia
County Fee Schedule.
1. Fees paid under this section shall also include an annual fee due to the County which shall
be a dollar amount established on an unreclaimed acre basis, and equal as closely as
possible the county or municipal cost of administering the reclamation program—see s.
295.13 (3) (e) 1. Stats for details. Section NR 135.39 (4) (b) Wis. Admin. Code further
requires that annual fees must equal as closely as possible the county or municipality’s
expenses to administer the program, including but not limited to the examination and
approval of plans, cost to ensure compliance, inspecting nonmetallic mining sites and
administering the reclamation program set up under this ordinance. Section NR 135.39 (4)
(b) 1. Wis. Admin. Code also provides the county or municipality may use these fees only
for reasonable expenses associated with administration of a nonmetallic mining reclamation
program.
2. The annual fee collected by Columbia County under this subsection for local transportation—
related mines issued permits under Sec. 16-610-050 (C) may not exceed the amounts set
forth in Table 2. The amount listed below shall be the total fee assessed on such
nonmetallic mines, and shall include both a share for the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources and Columbia County.
TABLE 2
Limit on Total Annual Fees for Automatically Permitted Local Transportation
Project-Related Mines
Mine Size in Unreclaimed
Acres, Rounded to the
Nearest Whole Acre
1 to 5 acres
(does not include mines <1
acre)
6 to 10 acres
11 to 15 acres
16 to 25 acres
26 to 50 acres
51 acres or larger

Annual
Fee
$175.00
$350.00
$525.00
$700.00
$810.00
$870.00

Documentation of Columbia County’s Share of Fee.
Columbia County shall document in writing its estimated program costs and the need for fees
established in Section 16-615-050 on or before June 1st, 2001. This documentation shall be
available for public inspection at the Planning and Zoning Department.
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TABLE 3
Annual Fees Due Where the Department of Natural Resources is the
Regulatory Authority
Mine Size in Unreclaimed
Acres, Rounded to the
Nearest Whole Acre
1 to 5 acres
(does not include mines <1
acre)
6 to 10 acres
11 to 15 acres
16 to 25 acres
26 to 50 acres
51 acres or larger

Annual
Fee
$175.00
$350.00
$525.00
$700.00
$810.00
$870.00

16-615-060 REGULATORY REPORTING AND DOCUMENTATION
A. Reporting. Columbia County shall send an annual report to the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources by March 31st for the calendar year. The reports shall include the following
information for the previous year’s nonmetallic mining reclamation program:
1. The total number of nonmetallic mining reclamation permits in effect.
2. The number of new permits issued within the jurisdiction of the County.
3. The number of acres approved for nonmetallic mining and the number of acres newly
approved in the previous year.
4. The number of acres being mined or unreclaimed acres.
5. The number of acres that have been reclaimed and have had financial assurance released
pursuant to Sec.16-610-030 (A)(7).
6. The number of acres that are reclaimed and awaiting release from the financial assurance
requirements of this subchapter pursuant to Sec.16-615-070 (A) and (B).
7. The number and nature of alternative requirements granted, permit modifications, violations,
public hearings, enforcement actions, penalties that have been assessed and bond or financial
assurance forfeitures.
B. Documentation. The County shall, to the best of its ability, maintain the information set forth
below, and make it available to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources for that agency's
audit of Columbia County's reclamation program pursuant to Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin
Administrative Code:
1. Documentation of compliance with Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative Code and this
chapter.
2. The procedures employed by the County regarding reclamation plan review, and the issuance
and modification of permits.
3. The methods for review of annual reports received from operators.
4. The method and effectiveness of fee collection.
5. Procedures to accurately forward the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources’ portion of
collected fees in a timely fashion.
6. Methods for conducting on-site compliance inspections and attendant reports, records and
enforcement actions.
7. Responses to citizen complaints.
8. The method of and accuracy in determining the amount of the financial assurance obtained
from the operator to guarantee reclamation performance.
9. The maintenance and availability of records.
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10. The number and type of approvals for alternative requirements issued pursuant to Sec.16610-060.

11. The method of determining the success of reclamation in meeting the criteria contained in the
reclamation plan and subsequently releasing the financial assurance pursuant to Sec.16-610030 (A)(7).
12. Any changes in local regulations, ordinances, funding and staffing mechanisms or any other
factor which might affect the ability of Columbia County to implement its nonmetallic mining
reclamation program under this chapter.
13. The amount of fees collected in comparison to the amount of money actually expended for
nonmetallic mining reclamation program administration.
14. Any other performance criterion necessary to ascertain compliance with Chapter NR 135,
Wisconsin Administrative Code.
16-615-070 COMPLETED RECLAMATION - REPORTING, CERTIFICATION AND EFFECT
A. Reporting. The operator of a nonmetallic mining site may certify completion of reclamation for a
portion or all of the nonmetallic mining site pursuant to a reclamation plan prepared and
approved pursuant to this chapter and Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative Code.
B. Reporting of Interim Reclamation. The operator of a nonmetallic mining site may report
completion of interim reclamation as specified in the reclamation plan for the site prepared and
approved pursuant to this chapter and Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative Code.
Reporting of interim reclamation shall be done according to the procedures in par. (A).
C. Certification of Completed Reclamation. The County shall inspect a nonmetallic mining site for
which reporting of reclamation or interim reclamation has been submitted pursuant to this
subsection within 60 days of receipt, and make a determination in writing in accordance with
Sec.16-610-030 (A)(7). If it is determined that interim or final reclamation is complete, including
revegetation as specified in a reclamation plan that conforms with Sec.16-610-020, the County
shall issue the mine operator a written certificate of completion.
D. Effect of Completed Reclamation. If reclamation is certified by the County as complete under
par. (C) for part or all of a nonmetallic mining site, then:
1. No fee shall be assessed under Sec.16-615-050 for the area so certified.
2. The financial assurance required by Sec.16-610-030 shall be released or appropriately
reduced in the case of completion of reclamation for a portion of the mining site.
E. Effect of Inaction Following Report of Completed Reclamation. If no written response as required
by par. (C) for an area of the mine site reported as reclaimed or interim reclaimed is given within
60 days of receiving such request, any annual fee paid to the County for it under Sec.16-615-050
shall be refunded.
16-615-080 PERMIT TERMINATION
A. When all final reclamation required by a reclamation plan conforming to Sec. 16-610-020 and
required by this chapter is certified as complete pursuant to Sec. 16-610-030 (A)(7) and Sec. 16615-070 (C), the County shall issue a written statement to the operator of the nonmetallic mining
site, thereby terminating the reclamation permit.
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Subchapter 16-620 Enforcement
SECTIONS:
16-620-010
16-620-020
16-620-030

Right of Entry and Inspection
Orders and Citations
Penalties

16-620-010 RIGHT OF ENTRY AND INSPECTION
A. For the purpose of ascertaining compliance with the provisions of Subchapter I of Chapter 295,
Wisconsin Statutes, Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative Code, or this chapter, any
authorized officer, agent, employee or representative of the County may inspect any nonmetallic
mining site subject to this chapter as provided below:
1. No person may refuse entry or access onto a nonmetallic mining site of a duly authorized
officer, employee or agent of the County or the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
who presents appropriate credentials to inspect the site for compliance with the nonmetallic
mining reclamation permit, this chapter, Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative Code or
subchapter I of ch. 295, Stats.
2. Any person who enters the site under this right of inspection shall obtain training and provide
their own safety equipment needed to comply with any federal, state or local laws or
regulations controlling persons on the nonmetallic mining site.
16-620-020 ORDERS AND CITATIONS
A. Enforcement Orders. The County may issue orders as set forth in Section 295.19(1)(a), Stats.,
to enforce Subchapter I of Chapter 295, Wisconsin Statutes, Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin
Administrative Code, this chapter, a permit issued pursuant to this chapter or a reclamation plan
required by Sec.16-610-020 and a permit issued under this chapter. A violation of this chapter,
an order or permit issued pursuant to this chapter or a reclamation plan required by Sec.16-610020 and a permit issued under this chapter shall be considered a violation of Subchapter I of
Chapter 295, Wisconsin Statutes and Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative Code.
B. Special Orders. The County may issue a special order as set forth in Sections 295.19(1)(b) and
(c), Wisconsin Statutes suspending or revoking a nonmetallic mining reclamation permit pursuant
to Sec.16-615-020, or directing an operator to immediately cease an activity regulated under
Subchapter I of Chapter 295, Wisconsin Statutes, Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative
Code or this chapter until the necessary plan approval is obtained.
C. Review of Orders. A person holding a reclamation permit who is subject to an order pursuant this
section shall have the right to review the order in a contested case hearing under s. 68.11,
Stats., notwithstanding the provisions of ss. 68.001, 68.03 (8) and (9), 68.06 and 68.10 (1) (b),
Stats.
D. Citations. The County may issue a citation under s. 66.119, Stats. and Sec. 1-2, the Columbia
County General Provisions for Use of Code of Ordinances, to collect forfeitures to enforce
Subchapter I of Chapter 295, Wisconsin Statutes, Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative
Code, this chapter, a permit issued pursuant to this chapter or a reclamation plan required by
Sec.16-610-020 and a permit issued under this chapter. The issuance of a citation under this
subsection shall not preclude proceeding under any other ordinance or law relating to the same
or any other matter. Proceeding under any other ordinance or law relating to the same or any
other matter shall not preclude the issuance of a citation under this subsection.
E. Enforcement. The County may submit any order issued under this section to abate violations of
this chapter to a district attorney, corporation counsel, municipal attorney or the attorney general
for enforcement. The district attorney, corporation counsel, municipal attorney or the attorney
general may enforce those orders.

36

16-620-030 PENALTIES
A. Any violation of Subchapter I of Chapter 295, Wisconsin Statutes, Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin
Administrative Code, this chapter, a permit issued pursuant to this chapter or a reclamation plan
required by Sec.16-610-020 and a permit issued under this chapter may result in forfeitures as
provided in Section 295.19(3), Wisconsin Statutes, as follows:
1. Any person who violates Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative Code or an order issued
under Sec.16-620-020 may be required to forfeit not less than $25 nor more than $1,000 for
each violation. Each day of continued violation is a separate offense. While an order issued
under Sec.16-620-020 is suspended, stayed or enjoined this penalty does not accrue.
2. Except for the violations referred to in sub. (1) any person who violates subchapter I of ch.
295, Stats., Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative Code, any reclamation plan approved
pursuant to this chapter or an order issued pursuant to Sec.16-620-020 shall forfeit not less
than $10 nor more than $5,000 for each violation. Each day of violation is a separate
offense. While an order issued under Sec.16-620-020 is suspended, stayed or enjoined this
penalty does not accrue.
3. Violations of this ordinance for which a citation is issued pursuant to Sec.16-620-020 (D) shall
be subject to a penalty as provided for by Sec. 1-1-10, the Columbia County General
Provisions for Use of Code of Ordinances.
Subchapter 625 Definitions
SECTIONS:
16-625-010

Definitions

16-625-010 DEFINITIONS
A. In this chapter:
1. Alternative requirement means an alternative to the reclamation standards of this chapter
provided through a written authorization granted by Columbia County pursuant to Sec.16610-070.
2. Applicable reclamation ordinance means a nonmetallic mining reclamation ordinance,
including this chapter, that applies to a particular nonmetallic mining site and complies with
the requirements of Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative Code and subchapter I of ch.
295, Stats., unless the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources is the regulatory authority
as defined in sub. (20)(c). If the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources is the regulatory
authority, "applicable reclamation ordinance" means the relevant and applicable provisions of
Chapter NR 135, Wisconsin Administrative Code.
3. Borrow site means an area outside of a transportation project site from which stone, soil,
sand or gravel is excavated for use at the project site, except the term does not include
commercial sources.
4. Contemporaneous reclamation means the sequential or progressive reclamation of
portions of the nonmetallic mining site affected by mining operations that is performed in
advance of final site reclamation, but which may or may not be final reclamation, performed
to minimize the area exposed to erosion, at any one time, by nonmetallic mining activities.
5. County means Columbia County.
6. Department means the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.
7. Environmental pollution has the meaning in s. 295.11(2), Stats.
8. Financial assurance means a commitment of funds or resources by an operator to a
regulatory authority that satisfies the requirements in Sec.16-610-030 and is sufficient to pay
for reclamation activities required by this chapter.
9. Highwall means a vertical or nearly vertical face in solid rock or a slope of consolidated or
unconsolidated material that exceeds 3:1 horizontal to vertical incline.
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10. Landowner means the person who has title to land in fee simple or who holds a land

11.
12.
13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

contract for the land. A landowner is not a person who owns nonmetallic mineral rights to
land, if a different person possesses title to that land in fee simple or holds a land contract for
that land.
Licensed professional geologist means a person who is licensed as a professional geologist
pursuant to ch. 470 Stats.
Municipality means any city, town or village.
Nonmetallic mineral means a product, commodity or material consisting principally of
naturally occurring, organic or inorganic, nonmetallic, nonrenewable material. Nonmetallic
minerals include, but are not limited to, stone, sand, gravel, asbestos, beryl, diamond, clay,
coal, feldspar, peat, talc and topsoil.
Nonmetallic mining or mining means all of following:
a. Operations or activities at a nonmetallic mining site for the extraction from the earth of
mineral aggregates or nonmetallic minerals for sale or use by the operator. Nonmetallic
mining includes use of mining equipment or techniques to remove materials from the inplace nonmetallic mineral deposit, including drilling and blasting, as well as associated
activities such as excavation, grading and dredging. Nonmetallic mining does not include
removal from the earth of products or commodities that contain only minor or incidental
amounts of nonmetallic minerals, such as commercial sod, agricultural crops, ornamental
or garden plants, forest products, Christmas trees or plant nursery stock.
b. Processes carried out at a nonmetallic mining site that are related to the preparation or
processing of the mineral aggregates or nonmetallic minerals obtained from the
nonmetallic mining site. These processes include, but are not limited to stockpiling of
materials, blending mineral aggregates or nonmetallic minerals with other mineral
aggregates or nonmetallic minerals, blasting, grading, crushing, screening, scalping and
dewatering.
Nonmetallic mining reclamation or reclamation means the rehabilitation of a nonmetallic
mining site to achieve a land use specified in a nonmetallic mining reclamation plan approved
under this chapter, including removal or reuse of nonmetallic mining refuse, grading of the
nonmetallic mining site, removal, storage and replacement of topsoil, stabilization of soil
conditions, reestablishment of vegetative cover, control of surface water and groundwater,
prevention of environmental pollution and if practicable the restoration of plant, fish and
wildlife habitat.
Nonmetallic mining refuse means waste soil, rock and mineral, as well as other natural site
material resulting from nonmetallic mining. Nonmetallic mining refuse does not include
marketable by-products resulting directly from or displaced by the nonmetallic mining that
are scheduled to be removed from the nonmetallic mining site within a reasonable period of
time after extraction.
Nonmetallic mining site or site means all contiguous areas of present or proposed mining
described in sub. (a), subject to the qualifications in sub. (b).
a. Nonmetallic mining site means the following:
1. The location where nonmetallic mining is proposed or conducted.
2. Storage and processing areas that are in or contiguous to areas excavated for
nonmetallic mining.
3. Areas where nonmetallic mining refuse is deposited.
4. Areas affected by activities such as the construction or improvement of private roads
or haulage ways for nonmetallic mining.
5. Areas where grading or regrading is necessary.
6. Areas where nonmetallic mining reclamation activities are carried out or structures
needed for nonmetallic mining reclamation, such as topsoil stockpile areas,
revegetation test plots, or channels for surface water diversion, are located.
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18.

19.

20.
21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

b. Nonmetallic mining site does not include any of the following:
1. Those portions of sites listed in sub. (a) Not used for nonmetallic mining or purposes
related to nonmetallic mining after August 1, 2001.
2. Separate, previously mined areas that are not used for nonmetallic mineral extraction
after August 1, 2001 and are not contiguous to mine sites, including separate areas
that are connected to active mine sites by public or private roads.
3. Areas previously mined but used after August 1, 2001 for a non-mining activity, such
as stockpiles of materials used for an industrial process unrelated to nonmetallic
mining.
Operator means any person who is engaged in, or who has applied for a permit to engage in,
nonmetallic mining, whether individually, jointly or through subsidiaries, agents, employees,
contractors or subcontractors.
Person means an individual, owner, operator, corporation, limited liability company,
partnership, association, county, municipality, interstate agency, state agency or federal
agency.
Registered professional engineer means a person who is registered as a professional
engineer pursuant to ss. 443.04.
Regulatory authority means one of the following:
a. The county in which the nonmetallic mining site is located, that has an applicable
reclamation ordinance under s. 295.13, Stats., except where a municipality has adopted
an applicable reclamation ordinance pursuant to sub. (b).
b. The municipality in which the nonmetallic mining site is located and which has adopted an
applicable reclamation ordinance under s 295.14, Stats.
c. The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, in cases where a county mining
reclamation program is no longer in effect under s. 295.14, Stats., but only if there is no
applicable reclamation ordinance enacted by the municipality in which the nonmetallic
mining site is located.
Replacement of topsoil means the replacement or redistribution of topsoil or topsoil
substitute material to all areas where topsoil was actually removed or affected by nonmetallic
mining reclamation for the purposes of providing adequate vegetative cover and stabilization
of soil conditions needed to achieve the approved post-mining land use and as required by the
reclamation plan approved pursuant to this chapter.
Solid waste means any garbage, refuse, sludge from a waste treatment plant, water supply
treatment plant or air pollution control facility and other discarded or salvageable materials,
including solid, liquid, semisolid or contained gaseous materials resulting from industrial,
commercial, mining and agricultural operations, and from community activities, but does not
include solids or dissolved material in domestic sewage, or solid or dissolved materials in
irrigation return flows or industrial discharges which are point sources subject to permits
under ch. 283, Stats., or source material, special nuclear material or by product material, as
defined in s. 254.31 (1), Stats.
Topsoil means the surface layer of soil which is generally more fertile than the underlying soil
layers, which is the natural medium for plant growth and which can provide the plant growth,
soil stability and other attributes necessary to meet the success standards approved in the
reclamation plan.
Topsoil substitute material means soil or other unconsolidated material either used alone
or mixed with other beneficial materials and which can provide the plant growth, site stability
and other attributes necessary to meet the success standards approved in the reclamation
plan.
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26. Unreclaimed acre or unreclaimed acres means those unreclaimed areas in which
nonmetallic mining has occurred after August 1, 2001 and areas where nonmetallic mining
reclamation has been completed but is not yet certified as reclaimed under Sec.16-615-070.
However the term “unclaimed acre” or “unclaimed acres” does not include any of the
following:
a. Those areas where reclamation has been completed and certified as reclaimed under
Sec.16-615-070.
b. Those areas previously affected by nonmetallic mining but which are not used for
nonmetallic mining after August 1, 2001.
c. Those portions of nonmetallic mining sites which are included in a nonmetallic mining
reclamation plan approved pursuant to this chapter but are not yet affected by nonmetallic
mining.
d. Areas previously mined but used after August 1, 2001 for a non-mining activity, such as
stockpiling of materials used for an industrial activity such as an asphalt plant, concrete
batch plant, block and tile operation or other industry that uses products produced from
nonmetallic mining.
e. For purposes of fees under Sec.16-615-050, those areas within a nonmetallic mining site
which Columbia County has determined to have been successfully reclaimed on an interim
basis in accordance with Sec.16-615-070.
Motion was made by Weyh, second by Teitgen, to adopt.
Motion by Teitgen, second by Baumgartner, to amend by replacing “16.30” to “16-610-050 (C).
Motion to amend carried.
Motion by Foley, second by Teitgen, to approve and amended. Motion carried. The Ordinance was
declared passed and is to be known as Ordinance 159-16.
RESOLUTION NO. 12-16
WHEREAS, the Columbia County Board of Supervisors wishes to express its appreciation to those
who have worked on behalf of the citizens of Columbia County by serving on the County Board, and
WHEREAS, service on the Columbia County Board of Supervisors requires dedication, perseverance,
and personal sacrifices on the part of its members, and
WHEREAS, Brad Basten has served as County Board Supervisor representing District 21 from April
17, 2012 to April 19, 2016.
WHEREAS, Mr. Basten served on the following committees: Health and Human Services and
Information Services and Property.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Columbia County Board of Supervisors hereby
expresses its appreciation and commends Brad Basten for his faithful and dedicated years of service to
the people of Columbia County and wishes his continued success and happiness in the years to come.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chair of the Columbia County Board of Supervisors is directed
to present an appropriate certificate of commendation to Mr. Basten.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution is permanently entered in the record of the
Proceedings of the Columbia County Board of Supervisors and that a copy is forwarded to Mr. Basten as
a token of appreciation on behalf of the County Board.
Harlan Baumgartner
Mary Cupery
Adam Field
Kenneth Hutler
Nancy M. Long
Bruce J. Rashke
Mark Sleger
Fred C. Teitgen
JoAnn Wingers

Susanna Bradley
Don DeYoung
James E. Foley
Kevin Kessler
Robert C. McClyman
Matthew L. Rohrbeck
John A. Stevenson
John H. Tramburg
Tim Zander
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Robert L. Collins
Dan F. Drew
Vern E. Gove
Kirk Konkel
Barry Pufahl
Andy Ross
Teresa Ann Sumnicht
Mike Weyh

RESOLUTION NO. 13-16
WHEREAS, the Columbia County Board of Supervisors wishes to express its appreciation to those
who have worked on behalf of the citizens of Columbia County by serving on the County Board, and
WHEREAS, service on the Columbia County Board of Supervisors requires dedication,
perseverance, and personal sacrifices on the part of its members, and
WHEREAS, Robert C. McClyman has served as County Board Supervisor representing District 1
from January 19, 2011 to April 19, 2016.
WHEREAS, Mr. McClyman served on the following committees: Central Wisconsin Community
Action; Health and Human Services; Information Services and Property; Judiciary, Land Information and
Register of Deeds; and Solid Waste.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Columbia County Board of Supervisors hereby
expresses its appreciation and commends Robert C. McClyman for his faithful and dedicated years of
service to the people of Columbia County and wishes his continued success and happiness in the years
to come.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chair of the Columbia County Board of Supervisors is
directed to present an appropriate certificate of commendation to Mr. McClyman.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution is permanently entered in the record of the
Proceedings of the Columbia County Board of Supervisors and that a copy is forwarded to Mr. McClyman
as a token of appreciation on behalf of the County Board.
Brad Basten
Robert L. Collins
Dan F. Drew
Vern E. Gove
Kirk Konkel
Bruce J. Rashke
Mark Sleger
Fred C. Teitgen
JoAnn Wingers

Harlan Baumgartner
Mary Cupery
Adam Field
Kenneth Hutler
Nancy M. Long
Matthew L. Rohrbeck
John A. Stevenson
John H. Tramburg
Tim Zander

Susanna Bradley
Don DeYoung
James E. Foley
Kevin Kessler
Barry Pufahl
Andy Ross
Teresa Ann Sumnicht
Mike Weyh

Motion was made to adopt the Resolutions by Sumnicht, second by Ross. The Resolutions were
adopted.
Chair Gove presented Supervisors Basten and McClyman with Certificate of Appreciation and
Resolution for their service to Columbia County. Outgoing supervisors were given an opportunity to
address the board.
Gove gave a recap of the last two years.
The County Board recessed at 11:01 a.m. and reconvened at 11:21 a.m.
On motion by Pufahl, second by Teitgen, minutes of March 16, 2016 meeting were approved. The
motion carried.
On motion by Teitgen, second by Foley, the meeting adjourned sine die at 11: 25 a.m. The motion
carried.
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