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Columbia County Judiciary Committee Minutes
Tuesday, February 11, 2025

Members Present: Denise J. Brusveen, Tim Henney, Jeffrey A. Leckwee, James Stilson
Members Absent Without Notice: Joe Harvestine

Also in attendance during all or portions of the meeting: Doug Richmond, Darren Schroeder, Susan
Schweitzer, David Drews, Jessica Hale, Judge Hepler, Gunnar Horstman, Julie Kayartz, Judge
Klopp, Cory Miller, Sue Moll, Brenda Yaskal

The meeting of the Judiciary Committee was called to order by Committee Chair Brusveen at 8:30
a.m. A quorum of the committee was present. The meeting was properly noticed as required by the
Wisconsin Open Meetings Law. The meeting was held at the Columbia County Courthouse,
Basement Meeting Room, 400 DeWitt Street, Portage, WI.

Public Input
None.

Approval of Agenda
Motion by Henney to approve the agenda as published. Second by Leckwee. Motion carried.

Approval of Minutes
otion by Leckwee to approve the minutes of the January 14, 2025 Judiciary Committee meeting.
Second by Stilson. Motion carried.

Expenditure Reports
The January 2025 expenditure reports for the Judges, Clerk of Courts, District Attorney’s Office,
Corporation Counsel, and Child Support Office were reviewed.

Motion by Henney to approve the January 2025 expenditure reports as presented. Second by Stilson.
lotion carried.

Operational Overview — Judges
General Review of Department Activities
Judge Hepler and Judge Klopp gave an update on monthly activities.

Cellular Service for Judicial iPads

Judge Klopp requested to add cellular service to his iPad to use during intake and issuing of
warrants, etc. Currently the 3 judges share a cellphone when scheduled for intake. Judge Hepler
stated he will continue to share a cellphone with Judge Voigt. The request for the iPad cellular
service will be for Judge Klopp only. If approved, Kayartz stated line item requests may be needed to
cover the additional unbudgeted expense of adding cellular service to the iPad. Drews stated MIS



could add the cell service to the iPad. He shared concerns with his staff having to provide support to
the judges having different devices.

Motion by Leckwee to approve the request to add cellular service to the iPad for Judge Klopp.
Second by Henney. Motion carried, not unanimous.

Operational Overview — Clerk of Courts
General Review of Department Activities
Kayartz gave an update on monthly activities. She continues to have staffing issues.

Position Replacement Request for Deputy Clerk of Court
Motion by Stilson to approve the position replacement request for a Deputy Clerk of Court. Second
by Henney. Motion carried.

Resolution: Court Funding

Kayartz gave a brief explanation of the resolution to urge Governor Evers and the Wisconsin
Legislature to support increasing Circuit Court Cost Appropriation to Wisconsin Counties to help fund
county court costs.

Motion by Leckwee to approve the resolution urging Governor Evers and the Wisconsin Legislature to
support the county courts. Second by Henney. Motion carried.

Operational Overview — District Attorney’s Office
General Review of Department Activities
Yaskal gave an update on monthly activities.

Operational Overview — Corporation Counsel/Child Support Agency

General Review of Department Activities

Hale gave an update on monthly activities. The Child Support Agency received the Certificate of
Excellence Award for 2024.

Motion by Henney to adjourn the meeting. Second by Stilson. Motion carried. The Judiciary
Committee was adjourned at 9:29 a.m.

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Judiciary Committee will be held on March 11, 2025 at
8:30 a.m..

Respectfully Submitted,
Wpesh Sl

Jeffrey A. Leckwee
Judiciary Committee Secretary



