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Columbia County Judiciary Committee Minutes
Tuesday, March 11, 2025

Members Present: Denise J. Brusveen, Joe Harvestine (arrived at 8:34 a.m.), Tim Henney, Jeffrey A.
Leckwee, James Stilson

Also in attendance during all or portions of the meeting: Doug Richmond, Darren Schroeder, Jessica
Hale, Judge Hepler, Selina Hooker, Gunnar Horstman, Julie Kayartz, Judge Klopp, Sue Moll, Brenda
Yaskal

The meeting of the Judiciary Committee was called to order by Committee Chair Brusveen at 8:30
a.m. A quorum of the committee was present. The meeting was properly noticed as required by the
Wisconsin Open Meetings Law. The meeting was held at the Columbia County Courthouse,
Basement Meeting Room, 400 DeWitt Street, Portage, WI.

Public Input
None.

Approval of Agenda
Motion by Henney to approve the agenda as published. Second by Stilson. Motion carried.

Approval of Minutes
Motion by Leckwee to approve the minutes of the February 11, 2025 Judiciary Committee meeting.
Second by Henney. Motion carried.

Expenditure Reports
The February 2025 expenditure reports for the Judges, Clerk of Courts, District Attorney’s Office,
Corporation Counsel, and Child Support Office were reviewed.

Motion by St on to approve the February 2025 expenditure reports as presented. Second by
Henney. Motion carried.

Operational Overview — Judges

Gener: Review of Department Activities

Judge Her :rand Judge Klopp gave an update on monthly activities. The judges shared concerns
with digital audio recording if made a public record.

Harvestine arrived at 8:34 a.m.

2024 Annual Report — Court Operations
Kayartz gave a review and highlights on the Court Operations Annual Report. The report was
combined to include the Clerk of Court and Register in Probate.




Motion by Stilson to approve the 2024 Court Operations Annual Report. Second by Henney. Motion
carried. ’

Operational Overview — Clerk of Courts

General Review of Department Activities '

Kayartz gave an update on monthly activities. She addressed staffing issues and the issuance of
passports.

Operational Overview — District Attorney’s Office
General Review of Department Activities
Yaskal gave an update on monthly activities.

2024 Annual Report — District Attorney
Yaskal gave a review and highlights on the District Attorney Annual Report.

Motion by Henney to approve the 2024 District Attorney Annual Report. Second by Leckwee. Motion
carried.

Operational Overview — Corporation Counsel/Child Support Agency
General Review of Department Activities
Hale gave an update on monthly activities.

Resolution: Transfer Funds to Cover 2024 Overdrawn Contracted Services
Hale gave a brief explanation of the request to transfer funds.

Motion by Leckwee to approve the resolution to transfer $18,370.00 from the Contingency Fund to
Contracted Services. Second by Stilson. Motion carried.

2024 Annual Report — Child Support
Hale gave a review and highlights on the Child Support Annual Report. Hooker was available to
address any questions.

Motion by Henney to approve the 2024 Child Support Annual Report. Second by Leckwee. Motion
carried.

2024 Annual Report — Corporation Counsel
Hale gave a review and highlights on the Corporation Counsel Annual Report.

Motion by Stilson to approve the 2024 Corporation Counsel Annual Report. Second by Henney.
Motion carried.

Department Head Performance Evaluation for Corporation Counsel

Motion by Henney to go into closed session pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes Section 19.85 (1)(c)
considering employment, promotion, compensation, or performance evaluation data of any public
employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility [Department
Head Performance Evaluation for Corporation Counsel]. If the Committee goes into closed session, it
will return to open session. Second by Stilson. The roll call vote was unanimous. The Judiciary
Committee went into closed session at 9:55 a.m. with Brusveen, Harvestine, Henney, Leckwee,
Richmond, Schroeder and Stilson attending.



Motion by Henney to return to open session. Second by Leckwee. Motion carried. The Committee
returned to open session at 10:25 a.m.

Motion by Henney to approve the Department Head Performance Evaluations for the Corporation
Counsel. Second by Leckwee. Motion carried.

Motion by Henney to adjourn the meeting. Second by Harvestine. Motion carried. The Judiciary
Committee was adjourned at 10:27 a.m.

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Judiciary Committee will be held on April 8, 2025 at 8:30
a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Oy A Sodloee

Jeffrey A. Leckwee
Judiciary Committee Secretary



