Present:

Also Present:
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Columbia County
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE MINUTES
May 9, 2023

Eric J. Shimpach, John A. Stevenson, Tess Carr, Joe Harvestine, and Jeffrey A. Leckwee
Judge Voigt, Judge Hepler, Judge Cross, Chris Polzer, Julie Kayartz, Joseph Ruf, ITI, and
Jamie Henriksen

Call to Order. Posting Compliance. Approve Agenda. Approve Minutes. Expenditure Reports.

1)
2)
3)
4)

5)

6)
7

8)

Meeting called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chair Shimpach.

Posting compliance was met per Open Meetings Law.

Motion was made by Leckwee to approve the agenda. Seconded by Stevenson. Motion carried.

Motion was made by Stevenson to approve the previous meeting minutes from the regular Judiciary
Committee Meeting on April 11, 2023. Seconded by Carr. Motion carried.

Public Input. Chair Polzer updated the Committee with news that Supervisor Keith Miller is recovering
from surgery. He also wanted to emphasize the importance of the employee safety after some recent
events that have occurred in other Counties.

Chairman’s Communications. None.

Expenditure Reports. After a review of the expenditure reports for the Judges, Clerk of Courts, District
Attorney’s Office, Corporation Counsel Office, and Child Support Office, a motion was made by Carr to
approve all of the expenditures. Seconded by Leckwee. Motion carried.

Next meeting date will be Tuesday, June 13, 2023, at 8:30 a.m. in the Courthouse basement conference
room.

Judges:

® General Review of Department Activities. General discussion of monthly activities provided by Judge

Voigt. The Courts continue to work on the backlog from COVID-19 as well as processing new cases.
Judge Voigt said they are making progress toward pre-Pandemic case numbers. They continue to struggle
with the delay at the State crime lab with forensics for cases, some dating back over a year ago. Judge
Voigt and Judge Cross recently visited local prisons as part of their required judicial education.

Clerk of Courts:

General Review of Department Activities. General discussion of monthly activities provided by Clerk
of Courts, Julie Kayartz. Kayartz discussed the upcoming proposed plan for most of the Courthouse
budgets to be combined. Kayartz continues to work with Accounting on this topic. Kayartz continues to
advocate for rates to be increased for recoupment of Attorney fees as Attorneys don’t want to work for the
$70 per hour paid by the State, as when they are assigned by the County, they are paid $100 per hour.
More information should be available after the State budget is passed.

District Attorney:

General Review of Department Activities. General discussion of monthly activities provided by
Corporation Counsel/HR Director, Joseph Ruf, III, as DA Brenda Yaskal is at a conference. Ruf said the
DA’s Office continues to struggle hiring ADAs, and they still have numerous vacancies. They do have a
tentative offer out to a candidate who is graduating soon and could start in September. They are
cautiously optimistic.

Position Replacement Request — Victim Witness Coordinator — discussion. Motion made by Carr
to approve the position replacement request for a Victim Witness Coordinator as presented, seconded
by Leckwee. Motion carried.



V. Corporation Counsel/Child Support Office:
e General Review of Department Activities. General discussion of monthly activities for Corporation
Counsel and Child Support provided by Corporation Counsel/HR Director Joseph Ruf, ITI. The
Corporation Counsel Office and the Child Support Agency continue to be busy with Child Support
hearings, Guardianship cases, zoning enforcement, and other County business. Staffing is stable. Ruf
went through a handout depicting some numbers of the Corporation Counsel and related department’s
legal services costs over the last few years. Discussion.

Motion was made by Carr to adjourn the meeting at 10:08 a.m. Seconded by Harvestine. Motion carried.
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