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Columbia County Judiciary Committee Minutes 
Tuesday, May 13, 2025 

Members Present: Denise J. Brusveen, Joe Harvestine, Tim Henney, Jeffrey A. Leckwee, James 
Stilson 

Also in attendance during all or portions of the meeting: Tess Carr, Doug Richmond, Dave Drews, 
Jessica Hale, Judge Hepler, Selina Hooker, Gunnar Horstman, Julie Kayartz, Judge Klopp, Sgt. Cory 
Miller, Sue Moll, Shonna Neary, Judge Voigt, Brenda Yaskal 

The meeting of the Judiciary Committee was called to order by Committee Chair Brusveen at 8:30 
a.m. A quorum of the committee was present. The meeting was properly noticed as required by the 
Wisconsin Open Meetings Law. The meeting was held at the Columbia County Courthouse, 
Basement Meeting Room, 400 DeWitt Street, Portage, WI. 

Public Input 
None. 

Approval of Agenda 
Motion by Henney to approve the agenda as published . Second by Stilson. Motion carried. 

Approval of Minutes 
Motion by Henney to approve the minutes of the April 8, 2025 Judiciary Committee meeting. Second 
by Leckwee. Motion carried. 

Expenditure Reports 
The April 2025 expenditure reports for the Judges, Clerk of Courts, District Attorney's Office, 
Corporation Counsel, and Child Support Office were reviewed. 

Motion by Stilson to approve the April 2025 expenditure reports as presented. Second by Henney. 
Motion carried. 

Harvestine arrived at 8:33 a.m. 

Operational Overview - Judges 
General Review of Department Activities 
The Judges gave an update on monthly activities. Jury trials have increased. 

Operational Overview - Clerk of Courts 
General Review of Department Activities 
Kayartz gave an update on monthly activities. She stated there were 31 trials scheduled, 17 were 
cancelled and 14 were held so far this year, this is way up from previous years. She also reported 
issues with jurors failing to appear or providing excuses. 



Discussion was held on pay increases for jailors and bailiffs. Jurors receive $20 a day plus mileage 
(per Wis. Stats. $16 plus mileage is the minimum pay). Bailiffs have not had an increase since 2015. 
They receive mileage reimbursement plus $30 for half a day (until Noon); $70 for a full day (8 am - 5 
pm); or $100 if past 5 pm. A recent wage study indicated a "red flag" as minimum wage may not be 
met. Kayartz was advised to gather wage information for bailiffs and report back to the committee 
next month. 

Operational Overview - District Attorney's Office 
General Review of Department Activities . 
Yaskal gave an update on monthly activities. She also emphasized the increase in jury trials, with 3 
trials in the last 4 weeks. Yaskal will be meeting with the State Crime Lab to work out issues with 
timely testing of evidence. She also stated the Joint Finance Committee has proposed removing the 
county victim witness funding from the state budget. Currently a percentage of the salary and benefits 
are reimbursed by the state. • 

Operational Overview - Corporation Counsel/Child Support Agency 
Position Replacement Request- Legal Assistant I 
Motion by Henney to approve the position replacement request for a Legal Assistant I. Second by 
Harvestine. Motion carried. 

General Review of Department Activities 
Hale gave an update on monthly activities. She gave an update on the status of the railroad bridges. 
The bridge on County Highway was torn down by the railroad. 

Resolution: Authorize the Exploration of the Separation of the Corporation Counsel and 
Human Resources Offices/Departments 
Hale stated the same resolution was presented to the Human Resources Committee and approved 
with the following change: 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all relevant departments and committees shall work together to 
present the necessary information to divide the departments at the July 2()2.5 assess the desirability 
of dividing the departments at the June 2025 committee meetings. 

Motion by Henney to approve the resolution to Authorize the Exploration of the Separation of the 
Corporation Counsel and Human Resources Offices/Departments with the change as approved by 
the Human Resources Committee. Second by Leckwee. Motion carried, not unanimous. 

Motion by Leckwee to adjourn the meeting. Second by Stilson. Motion carried. The Judiciary 
Committee was adjourned at 9:42 a.m. 

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Judiciary Committee will be held on June 10, 2025 at 
8:30 a.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

J~~~ 
Jeffrey A. Leckwee 
Judiciary Committee Secretary 


