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Columbia County Judiciary Committee Minutes
Tuesday, June 10, 2025

Members Present: Denise J. Brusveen, Joe Harvestine, Tim Henney, Jeffrey A. Leckwee, James
Stilson

Also in attendance during all or portions of the meeting: Doug Richmond, Todd Endl, Jessica Hale,
Judge Hepler, Gunnar Horstman, Julie Kayartz, Judge Klopp, Sgt. Cory Miller, Sue Moll, Judge Voigt,
Brenda Yaskal

The meeting of the Judiciary Committee was called to order by Committee Chair Brusveen at 8:30
a.m. A quorum of the committee was present. The meeting was properly noticed as required by the
Wisconsin Open Meetings Law. The meeting was held at the Columbia County Courthouse,
Basement Meeting Room, 400 DeWitt Street, Portage, WI.

Public Input
None. Richmond announced the Ad Hoc Facilities Space Utilization Committee will tour the
Courthouse on June 19 at 8 a.m.

Approval of Agenda
Motion by Henney to approve the agenda as published. Second by Leckwee. Motion carried.

Approval of Minutes
Motion by Henney to approve the minutes of the May 13, 2025 Judiciary Committee meeting. Second
by Stilson. Motion carried.

Expenditure Reports
The May 2025 expenditure reports for the Judges, Clerk of Courts, District Attorney’s Office,
Corporation Counsel, and Child Support Office were reviewed.

Motion by Stilson to approve the May 2025 expenditure reports as presented. Second by Leckwee.
Motion carried.

Harvestine arrived at 8:33 a.m.

Court Operations Budget

2026 Request for Position — Deputy Clerk — Clerk of Courts Office

Kayartz requested a Deputy Clerk position for 2026. She stated the increased responsibilities and
high volume of jury trials support the need for additional staff. The estimated cost for the position is
$77,030.00




Motion by Henney to approve the request for a new Deputy Clerk position be considered during the
2026 budget process. Second by Harvestine. Motion carried.

2026 Bailiff Pay
Kayartz distributed a payment summary from other counties showing rate of pay for bailiffs. This was
for informational purposes only, to be considered when preparing for the 2026 budget.

2026 Juror Pay
Kayartz distributed a payment summary from other counties showing the pay schedule for jurors. This
was for informational purposes only, to be considered when preparing for the 2026 budget.

CASA Program Funding Request

Sarah Berndt, Development Director, and Cheri Dvorak, Program Director, of CASA (Court Appointed
Special Advocates), distributed information and gave an overview of the Canopy Center and the
services they provide to Columbia County youth. Funding cuts by the Federal Government (Victims of
Crime Act funding) and the loss of other funding sources will create a shortfall in 2026. They are
requesting $30,000 from Columbia County to help offset the gap left by cuts to VOCA and the sunset
of the Lenz Trust, and support continuation of critical services.

Richmond inquired on the percent of cases that involve parental substance misuse with opioids and if
the Opioid funds could be used for the program. Berndt will provide Hale with the information and a
proposed budget. Hale will work with Shonna Neary to see if the program qualifies for funding.

Operational Overview - Judges
General Review of Department Activities
The Judges gave an update on monthly activities.

Operational Overview — Clerk of Courts
General Review of Department Activities
Kayartz gave an update on monthly activities.

Operational Overview — District Attorney’s Office
General Review of Department Activities
Yaskal gave an update on monthly activities.

Operational Overview — Corporation Counsel/Child Support Agency
General Review of Department Activities
Hale gave an update on monthly activities.

Motion by Leckwee to adjourn the meeting. Second by Stilson. Motion carried. The Judiciary
Committee was adjourned at 9:50 a.m.

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Judiciary Committee will be held on July 8, 2025 at 8:30

a.m
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Jeffrey A. Leckwee
Judiciary Committee Secretary



