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Columbia County Judiciary Committee Minutes
Tuesday, July 8, 2025

Members Present: Denise J. Brusveen, Joe Harvestine, Tim Henney, Jeffrey A. Leckwee, James
Stilson

Also in attendance during all or portions of the meeting: Doug Richmond, Darren W. Schroeder,
David Drews, Jessica Hale, Judge Hepler, Gunnar Horstman, Julie Kayartz, Judge Klopp, Sgt. Cory
Miller, Sue Moll, Judge Voigt, Brenda Yaskal

The meeting of the Judiciary Committee was called to order by Committee Chair Brusveen at 8:30
a.m. A quorum of the committee was present. The meeting was properly noticed as required by the
Wisconsin Open Meetings Law. The meeting was held at the Columbia County Courthouse,
Basement Meeting Room, 400 DeWitt Street, Portage, WI.

Public Input
None.

Approval of Agenda
Motion by Henney to approve the agenda as published. Second by Stilson. Motion carried.

Approval of Minutes
Motion by Henney to approve the minutes of the June 10, 2025 Judiciary Committee meeting.
Second by Stilson. Motion carried.

Expenditure Reports
The June 2025 expenditure reports for the Judges, Clerk of Courts, District Attorney’s Office,
Corporation Counsel, and Child Support Office were reviewed.

Motion by Leckwee to approve the June 2025 expenditure reports as presented. Second by Stilson.
Motion carried.

Harvestine arrived at 8:33 a.m.
Operational Overview — Judges

General Review of Department Activities
The Judges gave an update on monthly activities.

Operational Overview — Clerk of Courts
General Review of Department Activities
Kayartz gave an update on monthly activities.




Position Replacement Request for Deputy Clerk of Court
Kayartz requested approval to fill a vacant Deputy Clerk of Court position.

Motion by Stilson to approve the position replacement request for a Deputy Clerk of Court. Second
by Harvestine. Motion carried.

Bailiff and Juror Payments for 2026 Budget

Kayartz distributed payment summaries from other counties showing rate of pay for bailiffs and jurors.
The average pay for jurors was $17.00 for half a day and $31.00 for a full day. Per a resolution in
1994, Columbia County pays $20.00 a day plus mileage at the county rate (currently 70 cents). The
mileage currently paid to jurors is 63 cents (the minimum state rate is 51 cents).

Motion by Brusveen that all new juror correspondence will include the current county mileage rate.
Second by Stilson. Motion carried.

Bailiffs are currently paid at a set rate ($30 — 4 hours; $70 — 8 hours; $100 — 8+ hours). Human
Resources recommended an hourly rate at a Pay Grade 5, Step 1, as determined through the wage
study (currently $15.79), with ATB increases and no step increases. Mileage would be paid at the
county rate.

Motion by Henney to approve the bailiff pay at the hourly rate, as presented, effective on January 1,
2026. Second by Leckwee. Motion carried. Brusveen abstained.

Hale will draft a resolution to establish the new rate of pay for bailiffs, to be considered at the next
committee meeting.

Operational Overview — District Attorney’s Office
General Review of Department Activities
Yaskal gave an update on monthly activities.

Update on State Budget Process

Yaskal stated her office was awarded an additional assistant district attorney. The county impact
would be the need for additional office space and a request for a new county position for a legal
assistant. A possible solution would be to relocate the two victim witness employees to the lower
level, freeing up 2 office spaces.

New Position Request for Legal Assistant

Yaskal requested a Legal Assistant position for 2026. The new position would assist the new
assistant DA. The estimated cost for the position is $77,030.00. She shared statistics showing
reduced costs and increased revenue over a 6-year budget period.

Motion by Leckwee to approve the request for a new Legal Assistant position to be considered during
the 2026 budget process. Second by Stilson. Motion carried.

Operational Overview — Corporation Counsel/Child Support Agency

General Review of Department Activities

Hale gave an update on monthly activities. She reported on a recent animal abuse case. Discussion
was also held on possible changes to the fees for open records requests to include costs to
find/locate records.




Motion by Henney to adjourn the meeting. Second by Leckwee. Motion carried. The Judiciary
Committee was adjourned at 10:08 a.m.

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Judiciary Committee will be held on August 12, 2025 at
8:30 a.m.

Respectfuily Su?itted,

Seblgu A

Jeffrey A. Leckwee
Judiciary Committee Secretary

The minutes were recorded by Sue Moll, Columbia County Clerk



