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Columbia County Judiciary Committee Minutes 
Tuesday,August12,2025 

Members Present: Denise J. Brusveen, Joe Harvestine (arrived at 8:36 a.m.), Tim Henney, Jeffrey A. 
Leckwee, James D. Stilson 

Also in attendance during all or portions of the meeting: Tess Carr, Doug Richmond, Dave Drews, 
Jessica Hale, Judge Hepler, Kelly Hoffman, Selina Hooker, Julie Kayartz, Judge Klopp, Sgt. Cory 
Miller, Sue Moll, Judge Voigt, Brenda Yaskal, Dan George 

The meeting of the Judiciary Committee was called to order by Committee Chair Brusveen at 8:30 
a.m. A quorum of the committee was present. The meeting was properly noticed as required by the 
Wisconsin Open Meetings Law. The meeting was held at the Columbia County Courthouse, 
Basement Meeting Room, 400 DeWitt Street, Portage, WI. 

Public Input 
Former judge Dan George spoke in support of funding for the CASA (Court Appointed Special 
Advocates) Program. 

Approval of Agenda 
Motion by Leckwee to approve the agenda as published. Second by Henney. Motion carried. 

Approval of Minutes 
Motion by Henney to approve the minutes of the July 8, 2025 Judiciary Committee meeting. Second 
by Leckwee. Motion carried . 

Expenditure Reports 
The July 2025 expenditure reports for the Judges, Clerk of Courts, District Attorney's Office, 
Corporation Counsel, and Child Support Office were reviewed. 

Motion by Stilson to approve the July 2025 expenditure reports as presented . Second by Henney. 
Motion carried. 

Operational Overview - Judges 
General Review of Department Activities 
Discussion of monthly activities. 

Operational Overview - Clerk of Courts 
General Review of Department Activities 
Discussion of monthly activities. 



Harvestine arrived at 8:36 a.m. 

Resolution: Revise Bailiff Pay 
Motion by Henney to approve the resolution to revise the Bailiff pay. Second by Leckwee. Motion 
carried. Brusveen abstained. 

Court Operations 2026 Budget 
Kayartz gave an overview of the 2026 Court Operations budget request. 

Motion by Stilson to approve Account #1220 Court Operations 2026 budget request for a total county 
appropriation of $714,640.00. Second by Henney. Motion carried. 

There was no 2026 Capital Outlay request for the Court Operations budget. 

2026 Court Reporter Contract 
The contracted Court Reporter recently passed away and the 2025 contract was revised to add a new 
Court Reporter to fill out the remainder of the contract. The Clerk of Courts was recently informed the 
new Court Reporter does not plan to renew the contract for 2026. The contract is for 1 day a week in 
the Commissioner's courtroom. At this time it is unknown if a court reporter could be hired or what 
the alternate plan will be. Kayartz will be meeting with the judges to work out options moving forward. 
The budget request will remain at $24,960.00. Any changes will be discussed during the budget 
hearing with the Finance Committee. 

Operational Overview - District Attorney's Office 
General Review of Department Activities 
Discussion of monthly activities. 

District Attorney 2026 Budget 
Yaskal gave an overview of the 2026 District Attorney budget request. 

Motion by Leckwee to approve Account #1610 District Attorney 2026 budget request for a total county 
appropriation of $559,040.00. Second by Stilson. Motion carried. 

The 2026 Capital Outlay request for the District Attorney budget was reviewed. 

Motion by Henney to approve the 2026 Capital Outlay request for the District Attorney as presented in 
the amount of $3,700.00. Second by Leckwee. Motion carried. 

Operational Overview - Corporation Counsel/Child Support Agency 
General Review of Department Activities 
Discussion of monthly activities. 

Child Support 2026 Budget 
Hooker gave an overview of the 2026 Child Support budget request. 

Motion by Brusveen to approve Account #1645 Child Support 2026 budget request, reducing 
Training/Conventions from $5,000.00 to $4,500.00, for a total county appropriation of $381,300.00. 
Second by Leckwee. Motion carried. 

There was no 2026 Capital Outlay request for the Child Support budget. 



Corporation Counsel 2026 Budget 
Hale gave an overview of the 2026 Corporation Counsel budget request. 

Motion by Brusveen to approve Account #1640 Corporation Counsel 2026 budget request, reducing 
Travel/Mileage from $300.00 to $200.00; reducing Training/Conventions from $1,800.00 to $1,500.00; 
and reducing Court Costs from $1,500.00 to $1,000.00; for a total county appropriation of 
$285,570.00. Second by Stilson. Motion carried. 

There was no 2026 Capital Outlay request for the Corporation Counsel budget. 

The next meeting of the Judiciary Committee will be held on September 9, 2025 at 8:30 a.m. 

Motion by Stilson to adjourn the meeting. Second by Brusveen. Motion carried. The Judiciary 
Committee was adjourned at 10:01 a.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

~f...~ 
Jeffrey A. Leckwee 
Judiciary Committee Secretary 


