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Columbia County Judiciary Committee Minutes
Tuesday, August 13, 2024

Members Present: Denise J. Brusveen, Tim Henney, Jeffrey A. Leckwee
Member Absent without Notice: Joe Harvestine

Also in attendance during all or portions of the meeting: Darren Schroeder, Jessica Hale, Judge
Hepler, Kelly Hoffman, Julie Kayartz, Judge Klopp, Hayden Knight, Sue Moll, Judge Voigt, Brenda
Yaskal

The meeting of the Judiciary Committee was called to order by Committee Chair Brusveen at 8:30
a.m. A quorum of the committee was present. The meeting was properly noticed as required by the
Wisconsin Open Meetings Law. The meeting was held at the Columbia County Courthouse,
Basement Meeting Room, 400 DeWitt Street, Portage, WI.

Public Input
None.

Approval of Agenda
Motion by Henney to approve the agenda as published. Second by Leckwee. Motion carried.

Approval of Minutes
Motion by Leckwee to approve the minutes of the July 9, 2024 Judiciary Committee meeting. Second

by Henney. Motion carried.

Expenditure Reports
The July, 2024 expenditure reports for the Judges, Clerk of Courts, District Attorney’s Office,
Corporation Counsel, and Child Support Office were reviewed.

Motion by Henney to approve the July, 2024 expenditure reports as presented. Second by Leckwee.
Motion carried.

Operational Overview — Judges
General Review of Department Activities
Discussion of monthly activities. Judge Klopp was introduced as the new judge for Branch lIl.

Operational Overview — Clerk of Courts

General Review of Department Activities

Discussion of monthly activities. Youth Government Day will be held on Wednesday, October 16,
2024. County Board is scheduled for the evening.




Court Operations 2025 Budget
Kayartz gave an overview of the 2025 Court Operations budget request.

Motion by Leckwee to approve Account #1220 Court Operations 2025 budget request for a total
county appropriation of $774,000.00. Second by Henney. Motion carried.

There was no 2025 Capital Outlay request for the Court Operations budget.
Operational Overview — District Attorney’s Office

General Review of Department Activities
Discussion of monthly activities.

Increase Victim Witness Positions from 37.5 to 40 hours per week

Yaskal requested to increase the 2 Victim Witness positions from 37.5 hours to 40 hours per week.
The increase in hours would be consistent with the other staff in the DA’s office. The estimated cost
would be $8,380.00. Yaskal stated her budget request has been reduced to help fund the increase in
hours.

Motion by Henney to approve the request to increase the Victim Witness positions from 37.5 to 40
hours per week. Second by Leckwee. Motion carried.

District Attorney 2025 Budget

Yaskal gave an overview of the 2025 District Attorney budget request. The use of Electronic
Discovery has lowered expenses and increased revenue. She also stated consideration to cap limit
on DA Fees associated with Electronic Discovery, which would require an amendment to the fee
ordinance to be considered at the next meeting.

Motion by Leckwee to approve Account #1610 District Attorney 2025 budget request for a total county
appropriation of $514,990.00. Second by Henney. Motion carried.

The 2025 Capital Outlay request for the District Attorney budget was reviewed. Brusveen suggested
working with Accounting to see if the request for the CD/DVD Duplicator for $550.00 could be paid
from the 2024 Supply account.

Motion by Henney to approve the 2025 Capital Outlay request for the District Attorney as presented in
the amount of $6,550.00. Second by Leckwee. Motion carried.

Operational Overview — Corporation Counsel/Child Support Agency

General Review of Department Activities

Discussion of monthly activities. Hayden Knight was introduced as the new Assistant Corporation
Counsel.

Child Support 2025 Budget
Hale gave an overview of the 2025 Child Support budget request.

Motion by Leckwee to approve Account #1645 Child Support 2025 budget request for a total county
appropriation of $307,940.00. Second by Henney. Motion carried.

There was no 2025 Capital Outlay request for the Child Support budget.



Corporation Counsel 2025 Budget
Hale gave an overview of the 2025 Corporation Counsel budget request.

The Court Cost account was discussed. The 2025 request of $1,860.00 was changed to $1,500.00,
for a $500.00 decrease from the 2024 budget.

Motion by Brusveen to approve Account #1640 Corporation Counsel 2025 budget request for a total
county appropriation of $256,870.00. Second by Henney. Motion carried.

There was no 2025 Capital Outlay request for the Corporation Counsel budget.

The next meeting of the Judiciary Committee will be held on September 10, 2024 at 8:30 a.m. An
amendment to the Ordinance for District Attorney Fees will be added to the agenda.

Motion by Leckwee to adjourn the meeting. Second by Henney. Motion carried. The Judiciary
Committee was adjourned at 9:45 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jebfpush Lodmoor

Jeffrey A. Leckwee
Judiciary Committee Secretary



