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Columbia County Judiciary Committee Minutes
Tuesday, December 9, 2025

Members Present: Denise J. Brusveen, Tim Henney, Jeffrey A. Leckwee, James Stilson
Absent without Notice: Joe Harvestine

Also in attendance during all or portions of the meeting: Doug Richmond, Darren Schroeder, Lisa
Black, Judge Hepler, Gunnar Horstman, Katena Stilson, Judge Klopp, Sgt. Cory Miller, Sue Moll,
Judge Voigt, Jason Willemarck, Brenda Yaskal.

The meeting of the Judiciary Committee was called to order by Committee Chair Brusveen at 8:30
a.m. A quorum of the committee was present. The meeting was properly noticed as required by the
Wisconsin Open Meetings Law. The meeting was held at the Columbia County Courthouse,
Basement Meeting Room, 400 DeWitt Street, Portage, WI.

Public Input
None.

Approval of Agenda
Motion by Henney to approve the agenda as published. Second by J. Stilson. Motion carried.

Approval of Minutes
Motion by Henney to approve the minutes of the October 14, 2025 and November 12, 2025 Judiciary
Committee meetings. Second by Leckwee. Motion carried.

Expenditure Reports
The October and November 2025 expenditure reports for the Judges, Clerk of Courts, District
Attorney’s Office, Corporation Counsel, and Child Support Office were reviewed.

Motion by J. Stilson to approve the October and November 2025 expenditure reports as presented.
Second by Henney. Motion carried.

Operational Overview — Judges

General Review of Department Activities

The Judges gave an update on monthly activities. Judges stated they were not able to get Court
Reporter applicants through the RFP. They are possibly looking to fill this position by appointment.
Judge Hepler gave update on ability to use an Apple Pen as a workaround for signing documents.

Operational Overview — Clerk of Courts
General Review of Department Activities
K. Stilson gave an update on monthly activities.




Operational Overview — District Attorney’s Office
General Review of Department Activities
Yaskal gave an update on monthly activities.

Assistant District Attorney Office Space Update

Yaskal gave an update on the proposed Assistant District Attorney office space. The small
conference room will be converted to an office and the work room will be converted to a conference
room. Willemarck stated the cost to convert the spaces would be approximately $13,000.00.

Line Item Transfer Request
Yaskal requested to transfer $1,000.00 from the Office Supplies Account to the Court Costs Account
to cover the additional expenses due to the high number of jury trials that were scheduled this year.

Motion by Henney to approve the line item transfer request in the amount of $1,000.00 as presented.
Second by J. Stilson. Motion carried.

Operational Overview — Corporation Counsel/Child Support Agency
General Review of Department Activities
Horstman gave an update on monthly activities.

Line Item Transfer Requests
Horstman requested to transfer $750.00 from the Tralnlng/Conventlons Account to the Service
Process Account as the cost of service by one of the process servers was extremely high in 2025.

Motion by Leckwee to approve the line item transfer request in the amount of $750.00 as presented.
Second by J. Stilson. Motion carried.

Horstman requested to transfer $1,000.00 from the Training/Conventions Account to the MIS
Charges Account due to a retirement and staff turnover, MIS Charges for the first half of 2025 were
higher than anticipated.

Motion by Henney to approve the line item transfer request in the amount of $1,000.00 as presented.
Second by Leckwee. Motion carried.

Motion by Leckwee to adjourn the meeting. Second by Henney. Motion carried. The Judiciary
Committee was adjourned at 9:21 a.m.

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Judiciary Committee will be held on January 13, 2026 at
8:30 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Nobhayth Lochusar

Jeffrey A. Leckwee
Judiciary Committee Secretary

The minutes were recorded by Sue Moll, Columbia County Clerk, Lisa Black, Deputy County Clerk



