Present:

Also Present:

Columbia County
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE MINUTES
December 12, 2023

Jeffrey A. Leckwee, John A. Stevenson, Tess Carr and Joe Harvestine
Chris Polzer, Denise J. Brusveen, Judge Hepler, Judge Cross, Julie Kayartz,
Brenda Yaskal, Dave Drews, Joseph Ruf III, and Jamie Henriksen

L Call to Order. Posting Compliance. Approve Agenda. Approve Minutes. Expenditure Reports.

1) Meeting called to order at 8:31 a.m. by Chair Leckwee.

2) Posting compliance was met per Open Meetings Law.

3) Motion was made by Stevenson to approve the agenda. Seconded by Harvestine. Motion
carried.

4) Motion was made by Carr to approve the minutes from the Judiciary Committee Meeting on
November 6, 2023. Seconded by Harvestine. Motion carried.

5) Public Input. None.

6) Chairman’s Communications. None.

7) Expenditure Reports. After a review of the expenditure reports for the Judges, Clerk of Courts,
District Attorney’s Office, Corporation Counsel Office, and Child Support Office, a motion was
made by Stevenson to approve all of the expenditures. Seconded by Carr. Motion carried.

8) The next regular Judiciary Committee Meeting date will be Tuesday January 9, 2024, at 8:30
a.m. in the Courthouse basement conference room.

II. Judges:

» General Review of Department Activities. General discussion of monthly activities provided

by Judge Hepler and Judge Cross. Judge Hepler let everyone know that Judge Voigt’s wife
passed away yesterday. Judge Voigt and his family will be in our thoughts through this difficult
time. Chair Polzer offered his condolences. The Courts continue to work on the backlog from
COVID-19 as well as processing new cases. The State continues to provide Reserve Judges to
assist Columbia County through at least the end of January. Judge Cross said he will need a new
Court Reporter soon as his current Court Reporter gave her notice of resignation. The Judges
reported they are getting closer to being at pre-pandemic levels for case numbers.

Change in Capital Outlay — Clerk of Courts, Julie Kayartz, provided information that Judge
Voigt is in need of a new chair. She wants to wait to order one until he returns at the end of
January. There was money in the 2023 budget for a copier and Kayartz would like to use that
money toward the new chair. Motion was made by Carr to approve the change in outlay as
presented. Seconded by Harvestine. Motion carried.

I1l. Clerk of Courts:

General Review of Department Activities. General discussion of monthly activities provided
by Clerk of Courts, Julie Kayartz. Kayartz said she should have statistics soon as the year is
coming to a close, but the number of jury trials in 2023 was the highest ever with 80 scheduled
and 23 that actually went forward. Kayartz reported there have been some Jury scamming
happening where people are being called and told they need to purchase a parking permit. This
isn’t true. They are hoping word gets around to prevent more scams occurring.

IVv. District Attorney:

Gencral Review of Department Activities. General discussion of monthly activities provided
by DA Brenda Yaskal. Yaskal stated her new Assistant District Attorneys are being trained.
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V.

They are all very hard working and she is optimistic. Yaskal said one of her full-time Legal
Secretaries recently gave her two-weeks’ notice, so she will be down that position. She was
happy to report that her part-time position was approved to be filled for full-time hours
beginning in 2024. She is hoping to hire two from this upcoming round of interviews.

Request to Purchase Office Equipment — DA Yaskal said she has been looking into purchasing
four (4) desktop scanners for her Legal Secretaries. The secretaries would be able to scan in
documents at their desks, instead of walking to the single scanner in the workroom. This will
give them the opportunity to still answer the phone while at their desks. They also will be able to
scan the documents directly into a case file. She has money for this purchase left over in her
2023 office supplies account. Motion was made by Harvestine to approve the request to purchase
the office equipment as presented. Seconded by Carr. Motion carried.

Position Replacement Request — Legal Secretary — discussion. Motion made by Carr to
approve the position replacement request for a Legal Secretary as presented, seconded by
Stevenson. Motion carried.

Corporation Counsel/Child Support Office:

General Review of Department Activities. General discussion of monthly activities for
Corporation Counsel and Child Support provided by Corporation Counsel/HR Director, Joseph
Ruf, III. The Corporation Counsel Office and the Child Support Agency continue to be busy with
Child Support hearings, Guardianship cases, zoning enforcement, open record requests, and
other County business.

Motion was made by Stevenson to adjourn the meeting at 9:37 a.m. Seconded by Harvestine. Motion

carried.
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